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RS. Bader * far by. the bed-ſide' 


ſaid; Jenny made no reply, but as ſhe hung 
weeping over her dear miſtreſs! 8 pillow 
claſped her hands in ſilent woe. It is pro- 
| bable that the poor girl then, for the firſt 
time conceived ſome idea of the real fare | 
of the caſe. Shewas immediatdy dif Patch- 
ed to the parlour with the news of Miſs 
| Clarkſon” recovery, on which Lord 
Davenport entreated permiſſion to ſe ce her, | 
whey being granted, and the poor young 


"Ro i pe. 


aſked impatiently what ſhe had 
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2 PEN E DIC TA. 


lady having by this 3 recovered che 
ane of recollection, the no ſooner ſaw 
him at her bed-fide, than in accents of 
mingled chagrin and diſtreſs ſhe exclaim- 

ed, „ Will you pardon me my Lord this 


involuntary impropriety. 2 a 


* = Pardon (returned he, preſſing her 


hand to his lips) Oh! my Benedicta, what 


have I not ſuffered i in the dreadful appre- 


henſion of loſing you for ever; but you 


revive, and I n am happy. yo 


Mrs. Butler 8 a hater 0 


/ tion abſolutely i improper at that time, and 


requeſting his Lordſhip to leave. Miſs 
Clarkſon to enjoy the repoſe the nature of 


WE the caſe demanded - they both retired. 


— 


% 


3 You may leave me alſo, Jenny, ( RY 


Benedicta) I had much rather be alone at 


. 175 5 
=” "8 Pray, 


Pray deaf Madam, (returned the 
girl), do not command me to leave pet 
if 8 knew how * dere aches e 


4 1 * . 
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33 


0 1 am better now — go, 8—1 am 


5 quite ne 2 


„ with (refuned Jeuuy woping 
| bitterly) that all were as well as it ſhould 


be, happineſs I ſee does not always go 
with riches.” 9 | 

. Plhaw, ( Peu ) what ſtuff i is this, 
80 1 Maſe I wil ring when I want you.” 


">The affiticnate young woman reluc- 


tantly obeyed; as ſhe went out ſhe met 


Miſs Curtis, who had juſt been home, 
to inform her anxious father of Miſe 
Clarkſon's being better; they both retired 


to the dreſſing room, where Jenny, eager 
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he BENEDICT A 
isfied as to the ſuſpicions ſhe be. 
gan to entertain, doubted. not of geguir- 


ing an exact k knowledge of the affair from 
this young ny, who ſhe knew to be very 


high in her miſtreſs's confidence ; but 
here ſhe was diſappointed, Miſs Curtis 


was as much aſtoniſhed as herſelf, though, 

indeed, had ſhe been pri vy to the ſecret, 

it is probable ſhe would not have in- 
truſted it with the waiting woman. 


Benedicta, finding herſelf alone, burſt 
imme; violent flood of tears, which, yield- 
ing ſome relief to her oppreſſed heart, ſhe. 
at length began ſeriouſly to reflect on the 
circumſtances of her preſent ſituation— 
| the incident of t the preceeding night, had 
Giſcovered to her aſecret which. till then 


ſhe had been unconſcious of—namely, thag: 
her coldneſs to Lord Davenport had origi- 


nared i in „ ardent dee to young 
| Mountford ; 


BENEDTCTA. 


Mouniford; to marry his Lordſhipat the 
time her affections were devoted to another, 
by whom alſo chat affection was warmly 
returned, appeared to her a manifeſt viola- 
tion of ſincerity, as well as of her own 
liberty of choice on the other hand, had 
ſhe not proceeded too far with Lord Daven- 


port to retract with honour would it not 


be injuring him in the baſeſt manner: 


but then again ſhould ſhe diſcover the ſtate 


of her heart to that Nobleman, generoſity, 
—nay, ſelf-love, would impel him readily 
toabſolveher of her engagements; he would 
even rejoice in the diſcovery to this ſug- 


geſtion it was not long before ſhe replied 


to herſelf—that it was indeed probable his 
Lordſhip would releaſe her of all ties to 
himſelf, but was it not likely her conduct 
would have a moſt unhappy effect on his 
peace of mind, ſhe might indeed effect 


her own happineſs but would it not be at 
MS... Tas; 
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6 | BE N E'DIC T A 


the cruel æxpence of one who tenderly loved 


her and whoſe merit certainly deſerved a 


more generous return, it Was clear then 
chat the principles of honour, generoſity, 
and rectitude all concurred to demand the 


fulfilling of her engagement, it was true by 
this marriage ſhe ſhould facrifice the tender 


ſenſibilities of the heart, and by giving up 
the ſole object of her love, reject the only 


proſpect. of conſummate happineſs that 
the earth afforded her. But in what 
{cried ſhe) conſiſts the real happineſs of a 
rational ſoul, is it not in a ſtrict obedience 
to the eternal law of rectitude, it is done 


then Frederic I have not injured you, 
you know not that you poſſeſs my heart, 
it is IJ only who ſhall be the facrifice; 
from this-moment, . dear and ſole beloved 


youth, 1 give thee up for ever, honour, 


virtue; triumphs; Il am your's Lord 
Davenport; 


$3 


B E N E D I r A. | - 7 
Davenport; my hand and my unſpotted 


＋ * 


faith ſhall both be pledged n 1 


Scarcely had Miſs Clarkſon formed that 
refolotiah; when Sally Curtis tenderly 


ſympathetic, would no longer be reſtrained | 


from enquiring her health — ſhe entered the 
room, and was agrecably ſurpriſed to find 
the countenance of her beloved friend 
wearing once more the' aſpect of tranquil- 
lity.—Benedicta aſſuring her that ſhe felt 
herſelf much recovered, that young lady 
informed her, that her father wiſhed to. 
make her a viſit, in anſwer. to "which ſhe 


immediately defired her to acquaint the 
good Doctor of her readineſs to ſee him 
their converſation was not likely to be in- 
terrupted, as Lord Davenport Was gone 
With Mr: Butler to refreſh his lately agitated. 
ſpirits by a ride, and Mrs. Butler ex 
tremely anxious to prevent any improper 
B34 conſtruction 
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receive no letter from that quarter.“ 


ought to be acquainted with, % 
_ cried ſhe,( blu ſhing) --you know them then!” 


BENEDICTA. 
eonfirattion of the affair of the morning. 


was making viſits to ſome of her goſſiping 
neighbours. 


Ihe worthy divine, was conducted into 
it h 5 dreſſing room, here after. expr eſſing 
an unfeigned concern for her late indiſpoſi- 
tion, he drew a letter from his pocket 

Laying ; jo rf am charged Madam with a 
{mall commiſſion from a friend of yours— : 


this letter was: intruſted to my care.” — 
5 Benedicta glancing her eye on the ſuper- 


ſcription, inſtantly changed colour and 
Teplied—* you will excuſe me, Sir, I can 
cc I | 
am gladto hear thatreſolution (reſumed the 


Doctor) but the contents of this letter, my 


A, young. lady, are ſuch, as you may and 
—* What 


— 1 do, Madam, or I would. not have 


a 38 8 1 undertaken 


BENEDICTA. 9 


undertaken to become the bearer,” he then 
preſented: her the letter, the contents of 
| which-were as follows : 4 ERt 


'To Miss CLarK80N, „ . 


No Madam! is more feeble TW 
virtue when unfortunately the paſſions 
are inimical to its reſolves; that I have pre- 
ſumed to love you is true, but that you 
have been made acquainted ' with it. impute- 
to the delirium of a moment; the incident” 
of being found with your picture the: 


ve. aps of being about to quit you for 
ever, overpowered every conſideration 
which reaſon had forcibly ſuggeſted, and 
feized at once the fortreſs which honour 
as I believed, had erected i in my ſoul. But 


to err is the infirmity of nature; to· : 


recover it the glory af reaſon. Henceforth 
it will be the effort of my life, not indeed 


to forget the divine ob ect I have dared 


to love, but at leaſt to obliterate every 
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„ BENEDICTA. 


| remembrance of her: that muſt now be- 


come criminal, nor ſhall my recent frailty 
induce me to deſpair of this conqueſt, the 
mind, Madam, poſſeſſes ſtrength unknown 


to herſelf till virtue calls for its exertion, 


then it is that we ſoar above ourſelves, and | 


aſpire to that perfection which is the ho- 
nour of our natu re, conſider then your 
Mountford no longer as an audacious 7} 


wretch, inſenſible to every principle but. 


that of an unworthy ſelfiſhneſs, but rather 
as one who will ever bear you the moſt 


friendly regard, and can and does rejoice ' 


in your felicity, though it muſt be ab- 
ſtrated from his own. In this light con- 


ſidered, I will not deſpair of pardon: for 


Paſt temerity, relying on your goodneſs, 


I will even believe that pardon granted, 
and that you permit me to ſubſcribe myſelf 
| Your moſt faithful of friends, 


Movunrrorp, 


BENEDICTA * 


Senfibly- affected by the contents of this 
epiſtle, Miſs Clarkſon wiped away the 
tears ſhe had ſhed in reading it, and col- 
lecting her fortitude, aſked the Pgctor if 
he really thought theſe ſentiments might 
be depended on. | 


G Undoubtedly, Madam, I dare anſwer 
Mr. Mountford will ſteadily adhere to his 
reſolves henceforward.” 


a Then 158 happy, for indeed I think- 

I could not be perfectly ſo, were I per- 

ſuaded this poor young man would be other- 
wiſe. But ſince, my good Sir, you ſeem 

thoroughly acquainted with the ſtate of 
his heart, may Taſk how you came to 
' poſſeſs that confidence in ſo. delicate an 

affair.“ 


To ſay truth, Madam, 10 was acquaint- | 


ed with it even before it was known to 
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* BEN EDI CA. | 
himſelf, as my regard for Mr. Mountford 
led me to tremble at the conſequences of ſo 
imprudent an attachment ; it alfo impelled 
me not only to acquaint him with my 
ſuſpicions, but to aſſiſt him to ſubdue it 
by every argument requiſite on the oc- 
caſion.” | 
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Ab] then, it is you I muſt blame for 
that unſortunate reſerve which has led to 
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gr this moſt unhappy criſis ; but, ſurely Sir, i it 
could not have been right to inculcate an 
artificial conduct? or” 
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e conduct recommended, Madam, 


was not an artificial but an honeſt one, 
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I taught him not to diſſemble a conqueſt 


over himſelf, but really to obtain it.” 


© _.* And wherefore,. my worthy Doctor, 


was Jhis 1 ſelf-denial fo neceflary : _ 
HI 92s 5 «To 


| Madam, for ſuch 2 muſt eſteem that 
paſſion which waukl rob a lady of thoſe 
advantages of *. to which 0 has an 


apparent riglü. . 


1 Ah! Sir, the ak ſtrangely perverts. | 


the true ſenfe of words, when it affixes the 
idea of happineſs to wealth or rank, which 
in fact has nothing to do with them.” | E 


« So it may ee the ſpeculative 
philoſopher, but the real actor on the ſtage 
of life will be of a different opinion W 


haps.“ 


1 wave however this diſcuſſion 


(reſumed the lady) I will convince you of 


the high eſteem I entertain of your judg- 
ment and diſeretion Sir, by frankly con- 
feſſing that had I. been appriſed of Mr. 


Mountford's. attachment. ſome ſhort. time 
befe ore 
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14 BENE DIC TA. 
before, it would have ſaved me from an 
embarraſſment of the moſt painful and 
tender kind,” here ſhe fetched a profound 
figh, © however ( continued ſhe, aftera little 

pauſe) I have at length ſacrificed —_— 
nels. to o honour.” 
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That is impoſſible, my done young: Fr | 
fince they can neither exiſt ſeparately nor 
can they be divided. Beware of falling 
into the error which has reduced thouſands 

to diſcontent and miſery, that of expecting 
rapture where we ought only to look for 
ſolid comforts, the latter we may always 


enjoy in the exerciſe of virtue, the former 
neither is nor- can be conſiſtent with our 
preſent ſtate; the ſtruggle you have ſuſ- 
rained I can eaſily believe to have coſt you 
fomewhart dear, but it will enhance the 
happineſs of your future life; by rendering 
” * it, and I moſt ſincerely 
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BENEDICTA is 
honour and congratulate you on this noble 
triumph of reaſon; permit me alſo to ob- 
ſerve, that by this conduct you will ſhine 
in your proper ſphere, if (as you certainly 
muſt) you allow that to be ſo wherein we 
have the beſt opportunities of being uſeful 
to ſociety — were you to conſult only cer- 
tain emotions, you muſt neceſſarily be re- 
duced to. circumſtances in which your 
views of happineſs would unavoidably be 
af a ſelfiſh and private nature; as the wife 
of Lord Davenport, madam, you will poſs 
ſeſs an ample latitude of promoting the 
good of others, both by. exhibiting your 
virtues. in an eminent light, and alſo. in 
the exertion of that beneficence which is 
your amiable characteriſtic, and indeed I 
am convinced you could not-have choſen . 


the paths of obſcure life, without being 
guilty of wronging that ſociety of which 
you are, and ought to conſider yourſelf a 


member 1 
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refiſtance,; | New, objects, — 

will take him off from the indulgence of 

theſe pernicious ideas, but that whereon'T 
build my faireſt expectations, is a certainty 


of! Mr. Mountford' 8 poſſeſſing the ſoundeſt | 
principles of ng and Wau theſe : 


W 


md nature; * ' theſe will give Nirengrh 
where nature fails; in ſhort, madam, from 


12 N 


one of his diſpoſiri itions you may hope every 
thing which your generality F you 
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to do.” 
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my y good Doctor, your counſels ſhed. new 
light on my mind, and teach me to eſteem 
myſelf. in a very different view from what 
I did before; ; 1 am not without ftro ong 
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hopes they will ; alſo enable me the next 
time J appear before ra on the moſt 
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ſolemn occafion, to acquit myſelf with ide 
fortitude > which will be the r beſt comment 
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Here the found of a carriage driving i into | 
cke court. yard, announced the arrival of 
Mrs. Butler, and, 3 as the doctor had. not 
the 'moſt cordial regard for that lady, he 


took leave of Miſs Clarkſon, though | in a 


| manner which fully expreſe'd 1 the tendereſt 


"ths W.: 
ntl for her welfare, and the ſatisfaction 


5 i 5 


he fincerely felt i in the ſerenity ſhe a apparent. 


; » xt Air "232 


Iy enjoyed; reſolved to leave no opportuni- . 
ty for any returning fluctuation of thought : 
as ſoon as Lord Davenport ſent to enquire 


her health, Benedicta returned anſwer, that 


me found herſelf fo well recovered as tobe 
able to ſee his Lordſhip. whenever he 
thought | proper; that : anxious lover rea- 


| dily embraced the permiſſion, and was re- 
ceived with all the e complacency he could 
defire. 


In 
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In fine, the marriage was duly ſolem- 
1 3 on the next morning the brid con 
; ducted herſelf during the ſacred ceremony 
with compoſure and graceful condeſcen- 
ſion. Lord Davenport in receiving her 
hand from her. guardian, was (obſerved | 
to lift his eyes in pious elevation, intima- 
ting a moſt grateful ſenſe of the ineſtima- 
ble felicity then conferred on him: He 
C 2 doctor C Curtis with a valuable dia- 
the: amo time Pielemed fifty pounds a as a 


donation to the R 1 
wv Now JR” Me. Butler as ſoon as 
they were at home) 1 am moſt happy, this 
auſpicious day repays the anxious cares 1 
have felt for my os. SO? SR 

© That | cafe, replied his" Lordſhip, I 
eſteem transferred to me, and 1 truſt W ill 
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B. E NE Dil Cr An 
of her guardian, a reſpectful one of® his 
lady, who expreſſed great concern at being 


0 — * * 


— > 


about to be deprived of her com pany. On 
this occaſion, we believe her to have been 


ſincere; | not indeed at at the roſpect of lo- 


* 


ſing ſo amiable a companion, as much as 
for the diſappointment of an opportunity 


Ye 


of ufing the epither of our Lad yſhip a it 


every he Bylable, in 5 Wich ſhe diſco- 


vered fo) much chligh, the the had fg | 


ring the bace of an hour and a hull 


which” elapſed” from their! return ' from 
church, to the departure of "the br _al 


ii 
* 7 


pair. Indeed, the reverend divine had 
ſcarcely pronounce ced the final benediction, 
when Mrs: Butler declared that ſhe” ſih- 


* 


cerely withed her "1adyſhip all tie felicit 


her ladyſhip merited, which the doubt bted 
not of her ladyſhip's poſſeſſing by an union 


an union 
wich ſo amiable perſon'as his 
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dily haye repreſſed the ardour of his own. 
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could have, been expected. 


atience in a much ſhorter time than 
The new mar- 


ried pair arrived at the noble ſeat of the 
&—— s family, where they found the good 
Far ſtruggling with a malady which the 


While the 


faculty had Pronounced fatal. 


notice 


BENEDICTA: ot 


notice of their arrival Was conveyed to 


him, Lord Davenport conducted his lady L 1 1 
8 into the drawing- room, and folding her . 


in a tender embrace, while the tear of in- 


effable emotion gliſtened in his eye, ſaid, 1 
1 Now my Benedicta, my wife, my ſoul's 5 | 

better half, do I bid you welcome to he 

ſeat of my anceſtors, and oh! may it Dur | 1 


to you the ſi weet abode of enen Riga 


f 10 . 4 71145 | 
ce | 4 
* « Doubt, it not, my 5 a ſhe | 


ſmiling) it is ſanctiſied by the virtue of 
its amiable poſſeſſors, and the heart which 


finds not happineſs in ſuch a manſion, ? 4 i 
muſt itſelf be unworthy of ſuch enjoy 


ment.“ f 
Her 2 they v were We chat thy Farl | 1 
defired to ſee them, © and will my love _ 


eg 


| (aid he) condeſcend to gratify the wi ih 15 El 
of this dear dying PRE” ns rb .h 8 1 
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2 BENEDICT 4. 
4 Moſt readily, my lord; is bas... not my 


1 
e 


own moſt honoured fat cheerfully I 
g to reſtify the Ge of a + Kichful Gaugh- 
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£4 4 


ter. Mo 426953 001 SHOW. SIE 25 
iel 972 ie 115 fie 45711 Fc | 
„aer wich fach engaging proofs 

of a diſpoſition the moft amiable, the de- 

lighted huſband tentlerly preſſe her hand 
to his Lips then 168” Her to his father's" 
chamber, where an affecting ſcene enſued; 
the Earl ſupported on his pillow, extended 

His Arm to embrace the ſon of his love. 

At is ene 6igh, {aried he) I behold | my | ſon 

Hefore 4 die le but where is —His voice 


— 


4 


faultered, his Ault utter no more. Bene- 


dicta underſtanding the purport of that en- 


quiry, threw herſelf on her knees at the 
bedfidr. „Sec“ fi The © my dear and 


Hooure father, one who deſires a ſhare 


in Your paternal: bleſſing. „The Earl fixed 


his n ſtedfaſtly oe her, and feeble as 
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BENEDICTA. —M 
le was, ſeemed ſurprized at the ſight of ſo 
lovely a creature. May every bleſſing (he 


reſumed) both of time and eternity reſt on 
your head, my daughter, and on that of my 
ſon, who I truſt will live long to thank 
you fot the honour you have done our fa- 
mily. 1 could wiſh, if it were poſſible to 
be ſpared a little (| pace, that 1 might wit- f 
nent Ade felictty—but 1 fbmit”— 3 
The faces of both were bathed i in tears; "iy 
they could only breathe in filence a piqus 
ejaculation for the prolongation of a life 
juſtly valuable to ſociety. From that hour 
Lady Davenport exerted. herfelf i in every 
obey of a naſe affectionate daughter, the 


mec wh with her own hand, and 
by her tender aſſiduities ſ. oothed the lang- 
our of his diſeaſe, while her ddighted 
Lord beheld her erfployed in dhe Pious 

Vot. II. CT _— 
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taſk with. heightened | admiration, os, 
and tap 


= 


"About. this time the family received. a 


N very unexpected viſitor in the perſon of | 


Doctor Hartwell, an intimate friend of the 
Earl; this gentleman had formerly prac- | 
tiſed Phyſic with the greateſt ſucceſs, but 
finding himſelf declining into the vale of 
years, he relinquiſhed practice in order to 
enjoy the pleaſures of a cultivated mind in 
elegant retirement; hearing of the Earl's 
indiſpoſition he had purpoſely made this 
viſit, and having maturely. deliberated on 
the. caſe, declared. that although the Hmp- 
toms © of his diſeaſe, were of an alarwingn; 
ture, he did not conclude the cure intirely 
hopeleſs, particularly could his Lordſhip be 


removed to are ene climai the N 
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BENEDICT A — - 


ir poſſible· to be conveyed by fea to the 


| ſouth of France, Doctor Hartwell propof- 
ed to be Nis immediate attendant in the 
voyage; © and T, ,(faid N vil be bis 


Lordfhip's nurſe.” | 


No, mychild, (returned the Earl) I will 
wy no means allow you to ſuffer the in- 
conveniences of a ſea paſſage, particularly 
with a valetudinarian, neither will I take 


Lord Davenport from you, you ſhall both 


wait here the news of my recovery, which 
I have a ſtrong perſuaſion by this good 
gentleman's care and {kill, you will ſhortly 


receive. 1 


Benedicta obferved, that as ſhe had de- ; 
termined to ſet” no company while his 


Lordſhip's health ſhould be in ſo precarious! 
aſtats, it would be more agrecable to her 
to aue him than to remain i in a 
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Gate of anxiety at the caſtle, ſhe- therefore | 
| hoped neither himſelf or her lord would 


mortify her ſo far as to reject her propoſal: 


in fine, the voyage was agreed on purſu- 
ant to her own plan, and, as ſoon as ſhe 
was alone with her huſband, ſhe received 
the homage. of his tranſported ! and grate- 
ful. heart, for a conduct ſo infinitely en- 
dearing, which in his idea expreſſed a 


| ſweetneſs and benignity of ſoul, not to 


be 8 paralleled i in the whole race of woman- ) 


EZ « 


- Bom: the foregoing ho. af. his. 


| Mites, i it is probable the reader feels ſome 


pain reſpecting the real ſtate of Lady 


<3 Davenport 's mind, we: will therefore with- 
825 out heſitation aſſert her to have been at 


this. time, not only apparently, but in 


1 55 one of the happieſt of women; ac- 


rang to an eſtabliſhed 8 in 
morality 


* 1 


0 
morality, the practice of virtue is attended 
with the only true and exquiſite ſatisfac- 
tions; her Ladyſhip had ſacrificed even the 
tendereſt ſenſibilities of her heart, to a ſcru- 
pulous regard to the rigid laws of honour, 
the had renounced, not a worthleſs profligate 
with whom the proſpect of happineſs muſt 
at leaſt have been dubious, the object of her 
affections was poſſeſſed of every qualifi- 


cation that could promote the higheſt de- 
gree of ſocial felicity, nor could ſhe be 
intimidated by obeying the dictates of her 
paſſion by the fear of future indigence, 
| ſince her fortune was ſufficient to have | 
Procured them a decent competency, with 
every feeling which could biaſs a young 
and ſuſceptible heart, ſhe choſe a diminu- 
tion of her own happineſs, rather than 
_ violate an engagement, which however 
ſerious, was certainly binding only in the 
eye of honour ; we therefore do not ſee it 

C3 . - a. 
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poſſible. for that perſon to have been: un- 
happy, who could- poſſeſs a fund of inef- 
fable reflections, naturally reſulting from 
ſuch a conduct, but leaſt this argument 
ſhould be thought too much of a 1 pecu- 
lative nature, we would confirm our aſſer- 
tion by obſerving, that Lord Davenport 
was not only the handſomeſt and moſt 
accompliſhed nobleman in the kingdom, 
but was alſo poſſeſſed of a fine underſtand- 
ing, embelliſhed by every affiſtance which 
literature or a knowledge of the world 
could impart ; that fuavity of temper with 
which the liberal hand .of nature had en- 
dowed him, had received its proper value 
and improvement by a cultivation of the 
moral taſte, and a ſtrict regard to the 
eſtabliſhment of every noble principle; ſo 
that in ſhort, his mind was an exact pic- 


ture of every thing generous, great, and 
1 ſuch as theſe muſt in- 
fallibly 


SEE brenre * 
Allibly have produced eſteem” even in 
minds leſs ſuſceptible than that of her 
Ladyſhip ; if to theſe we add the con- 
ſtant attention to pl eaſe, the fond antici- 
pation of every wiſh, which ſhe could not 
but remark in the conduct of her huſ- 
band towards her; we muſt allow, that 
if the peculiar feeling, ſtiled by ſome, 
the tender fympathy of love, was not 
actually felt, there was at leaſt ſomething 
which in the eye of diſpaſſionate reaſon muſt 
appear a full equivalent; and as it certainly 
did in the eſtimation of Lady Davenport, 
who, whatever remembrance ſhe might 
ſtill retain of Mountford, it is certain 
that reflection never induced her to con- 
fider her preſent happineſs in a compa- 
rative light; her good ſenſe ever ſecuring 
her from that ſpecies of folly, by which 
half the world are ingenious in tormenting 
themſelves, when they ſtupidly overlook 
C 4 : _the 
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the value of preſent enjoyments, in 
idly ſpeculating on the poſſibility of theix 
| having been rendered greater. | 


18 Preparations for the intended voyage 
having been made with all expedition, 
the noble family embarked for the Con- 
tinent, viz. the Earl, his ſon: and Lady, 
together with the good. doctor Hartwell; 
nor did her Ladyſhip ſuffer fo much from 
the fickneſs, incident te perſons unuſed 
to the ſea as had been apprehended; on 

che contrary, her health and ſpirits were 
never better, and as they were bleſſed 
with the moſt favourable weather, ſhe ex- 
prefled the utmoſt pleaſure in the voyage. 
« You muſt allow, my Lord, (faid ſhe fa- 
cetiouſſy) that I make an excellent ſailor, 
and ſince I have now caught a taſte for 
emigration, you muſt not be ſurpriſed if 
I teaze you ſome day for leave to double 
8 the e 3 | | 


cc Go. 
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MF Go where you pleaſe, my fair tar, 
(returhed he) as long as you conſent to 
take me with you -in the moſt diſtant 
part ofthe globe I ſhould ſtill ſuppoſe 
' myſelf at home, while permitted to re- 
poſe in thoſe dear arms.” "4 


But, as perhaps, the reader may not be 
ſo much enamoured of a jaunt by ſea as 
her Ladyſhip, we will ſtay no longer on - 
the water than juſt to obſerve, that the 


faline breezes, together with the motion 


of the veſſel; had the happieſt effe& vn 
the noble valetudinarian; his appetite and 
ſtrength were found to recover by ſlows 
though perceptible degrees, and at length. 
he landed on the French coaſt in much 
detter health than could rationally have 
been expected. In a ſhort time the air 
and waters of Montpellier were found ſo 


ſalutary, that all around him felt the moſt 1 | 


Fn 4 hp C E ſenſible 21 | 


ſenfible fatisfaQtion in the pleaſing — 
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couple to taſte the various pleaſures and 
amuſements, which that much frequented 
? town afforded; they were viſited by ſe- 
veral families of the higheſt diſtinction, 
whom thoſe falubrious ſprings had in- 
vited both from various parts of France 
and Italy. Lord and Lady Davenport 
were not characters to be regarded with 
indifference, the homage which perhaps 
had primarily been paid to their rank, 
was ſoon converted into perſonal eſteem, 
and they had the felicity of forming ſuch 
connections as rendered this abſence from 
their native country, not only tolerable 
but pleaſing; when at | length the good 
Farl was fo well recovered of his malady, 
$319 be able to travel. Theſe noble per- 
| eee reſolved on. | making a tour to 
— ſeveral 


ſeveral parts of the Continent, which em- 
ployed a period of nearly three years. As 
it will not be neceſſary to follow them 
through all the ſtages of their perigrina- 
tion, we will take this opportunity of ad. 
verting to a certain character, which 
bears no inconſiderable part in this hif- 
bee eee ee Ai; DN e 
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few hours after Mr. Mouniford's 
unexpected rencountre with his. be- 


1 


loved Benedicta, he ſet out for Oxford d, . 
and purſuant to the direction of bis uncle 
entered binffelf a commoner in —— 
College. For ſome time after his arrival, | 
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his thoughts were ſo wholly engroſſed by 
thoſe fond ideas, which for ſome time 
paſt had almoſt made a part of his exiſt- 


' ence, that he was totally regardleſs of 
every thing around him. Mr. Butler had 


EF. ma X5> 


taken care to provide him a tutor of pro- 
found: learning and abilities; but ſo little 
attention did the young gentleman pay to 
His diſcourſes, that he ſoon pronounced 
him an abſolute blockhead, who would 
have cut a better figure at the plough, 
than at the ſeat of the Muſes, and had 
actually deſigned an avowal of this opini- 
on to Mr. Butler; when at length a let- 
ter from Doctor Curtis, ſo ſeverely repre- 
hended a certain laflitude of mind, diſco- 
verable i in the letters which that excellent 
man had received from his young friend, 
that Frederic began to bluſh at the weak- 
neſs he bad indulged, and ſo powerfully : 
1 oppoſed both reaſon and * to the 
| BY 48 us - exceſs 
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exceſs of a fruitleſs paſſion, that he began 
by degrees to recover the ſerenity and vi- 


gour of his mind; not that he could 
wholly diveſt himſelf of every fond re- 
membrance of that Lady, but he had ſo 
happily ſucceeded in the conqueſt of him- 
ſelf; as to be able to think of her moſs 
with the ſoftneſs of friendſhip than the ar- 
dour of a lover: this was exactly what 
the good Doctor Curtis had prognoſtica- 
ted, and abundantly juſtified the eſtimate 
he had drawn of the principles of young 
Mount ford, who now applied himſelf ſo 
diligently to improve the ad vantages of 
his ſituation, that his natural abilities ſoon 
appeared with a brilliancy, which both de- 
lighted and aſtoniſhed his tutor ; and he 
now ſo far. relinquiſhed: the opinion he 
had formerly conceived of him, that he 
thought him one of the brighteſt genius 8 
at e Univerſity ie e UAE, En 
We 
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We are now to behold that amiable 
young man treading the rich fields of 
ſcience, and exploring with reſtleſs cu- 
rioſity the treaſures of ancient and mo- 
dern learning, the gracefulneſs and benig- 
nity of his manners, which originated not 
5 much from the ftudied rules of polite- 
neſs, as the native urbanity of his foul, 
extremely endeared him to every body, 

hile the extent of his knowledge, and 
the ſprightly allies of a temper, naturally 


lively, rendered him ſo pleaſing a com- 


| panion, that his company was anxiouſly 5 


deſired by all thoſe whoſe high ſtations in 
| life, induced them to confider learning 
by no means one of the neceſſary appen= 
dages of a man of faſhion, and whl con- 
ſequently were more rigid ' admirers of 
Bacchus or Venus, than the Muſes. The | 
conviviality of Mountford's temper, at 
firſt led him too eaſily to acquieſce with 
0 theſe 
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cheſe invitations; the conſequence Was, 
that he ſoon found his finances in a diſ- 
_ agreeable condition, for ſuch was the in- 
dependance of his ſpirit, that he could 
not brook the enjoyment of pleaſure at 
the expence of others ; nor would he proſ- 
titute his talents to ſervile dependance on 
the great. He had contracted ſome little 
neceſſary debts, trifling indeed in their 
amount, but yet greater than he found 
himſelf able to diſcharge when delivered 
to him; he therefore took the liberty of 
writing to his uncle for an advance of the 
next quarter's ſtipend which he allowed 
him—a ſtipend indeed too ſmall to enable 
him to appear as a gentleman in his pre- 
ſent ſituation, yet as much as Mrs. Butler's 
taſte for faſhionable expence could leave 
his uncle at — to beſtow. 


. Bender, not * pleaſes wich 
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che nature of this requeſt, which he looked 
on as a prognoſtic of future extravagance, 
ſent him a gentle remonſtrance againſt the 
adopting a line of conduct, which muſt 
be unſuitable to his condition in life. 
He accompanied this letter with a trifling 


15 ſum, but poſitively declared his reſolution 


of never more aſſiſting him with a ſingle 
ſhilling in advance, hurt at the ſtyle of his 
uncle's letter, but ſtill more chagrined by 
the pecuniary ſtreights he was obliged to 


propriety of his late conduct, and reſolved 


in future to adhere ſo ſtrictly to ſuch a 
plan of economy, as ſhould render even 


his narrow income an independance. To 


effect this deſign, it was neceſlary for him 


to drop his convivial acquaintances; in 
doing which, he incurred the ridicule of 
moſt of them, and was honoured with the 
appellation of nnn. fellow 
narrow 
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narrow ſoul wretch; all which, however, 
he treated. with becoming contempt, and 
from that time proſecuted his ſtudies with 
ſo much aſſiduity, that though he eſcaped 
that honourable epithet, a jolly fellow, 
(a panegyric expreſſive of all the excellen- 
cies which thoſe Who uſually confer it 
have an idea of) yet by the moſt worthy 
and diſcerning, he was eſteemed. a. young 
gentleman of the beſt learning and the 
moſt accompliſhed manners. 
| Mr. Mountford had now ſpent two 
years at the Univerſity, ſecuring the moſt 
ſolid advantages to himſelf, and acquiring 
the eſteem of all whom he valued or ref- 
pected, when he received the following 
letter from his uncle, 


M * DEAR Nerurw, 
HE accounts 1 have continued to 
receive from your tutors, are ſuch 
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as procure you honour, and me ſatisfac- 
tien; it is now time for you to think of 
being eſtabliſnedi in life, for my own part, 


1 could _—_ 4 5 to en, ee ben 


ey any ede yet 1 preſume, you 
have not ſo ill employed your time at the 
Whitey, as to have made no connec- 
ions which might de ſerviceable to you 
In life: Butler- place, for reaſons 1 need 


not here enumerate, you will not eſteem 
an eligible reſidence, ſettle therefore on 
ſome plan as ſoon as poſſible, and com- 
municate to me your intention ou may 
51 l rely o on the regard of, &. 
WILLIAM BurLER. 


The receipt of this epiſtle, gave Mr. 
Mountford to underſtand, that he was 
no longer to expect the annual allowance 


he had received during the laſt two years: 
, neither 


neither, indeed, conſidering the character 
of Mrs. Butler, and her aſcendancy over 
the finances of her huſband, had he any 
reaſon to-rely on that regard he had ex- 
preſſed in the concluſion of his letter, he 
Was therefore neceſſitated to think fe 
riouſly on the means of future ſubſiſtance. 
That profeſſion which his uncle had par- 
ticularly recommended to him, was not 
at all adapted to his choice; not that he 
entertained a contemptible opinion, but 
Tather an awful veneration for the ſacred 
function, and chou ght the fanctity of its 

profeſſors ought to be of a nature, which 
ape not with the gaiety of youth, 
or that hilarity of temper which he him- 
ſelf poſſeſſed; how far this concluſion was 
a juſt one, ar why. the natural cheerfulneſs 
of an innocent heart might not be conſiſt 
ent with the ſolemnity of the One orders, 


we ſhall not here enquire. TE 
| Of 


as. * 
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Of all the Oxonians who had honoured 
8 with particular marks of attention, 
there was one who poſſeſſed a very high 


place in his eſteem; this was the ſon of 


a certain Viſcount, who, though like moſt 
other young men of his rank, he diſco- 


 vertd a ſtronger propenſity to pleaſure 
5 than learning yet he had not intirely neg- 


lected the cultivation of thoſe abilities 
which were naturally good, and if he was 
not without his foibles, he had never in- 
dulged thoſe groſs irregularities of con- 
duct, which, betray, in general, a weak 
head as well as a bad heart; his temper 


was. courteous and liberal; as to his prin- 


ciples Frederic really believed them to be 


good, whether they were ſo in fact the 


ſequel of this hiſtory perhaps will dif-. 
cover. Suffice to ſay, that nobody could 


occaſionally diſcourſe with more Anh 
cuity on -the moral obligations of virtue ; 


SF -* nobody 
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nobody could better aſſume the aſpect of 


candour, or talk more fluently i in the lan- 
guage of honour. However, whether 
theſe qualities were ſpecious or real it 
matters not at preſent, Montford believed 
them the latter, and that was ſufficient to 
8 juſtify the intimacy he had contracted 
- (for fo 


with this gentleman. Mr. H 


he was called) happening to _— in at 


the very inſtant he was muſing on his 


uncle's letter, ſoon found means of ex- 


torting a confeſſion of that perplexity he 


then appeared labouring under, as well as 


a brief relation of the occaſion.— < And 


is this all,“ cried the young commoner, 


= then take courage my lad, you mall a 
take orders; but it is time enough for | 


that yet. My father has the giſt of ſeve- 
ral valuable benefices, one of which 1 


have ſet my eyes on for you, as the pre- 
g bent incumbent is old; ; and I dare believe 


12 
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nis Lordſhip. will not deny it yeu at my 
particular ſuit. Mean time, I have a plan 
in my head; you muſt know it is de- 
ſigned by my good father that I ſhould: 
5 make a proper enquiry, whether the trees 
an the Continent have their roots in earth 


or air, or in other words I am to G | 
| | which generally ſpeaking ends in no 
| | | higher intelligence than that I have 
® named; but to the purpoſe, you ſhall go 
with me Mount ford as my travelling tu- 


0 Surely you jeſt, my dear He. Y 
have never travelled 8 — * 1 


M n £3 12714 


« | What chen, you 1 will be the more 
diſpoſed to gape at every thing, you ſee, 
which for ought, I know i Is all the buſineſs 


; SJ 


ns of young | fellows go a broad for —  how-. 
Dat] ſeriouſly, your ſpeculative temper 
will certainly | lead to _ thoſe, enquiries. 
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Which are the proper end of travel, of 
courſe I ſhall by your means be brought 


acquainted with thoſe ſubjects Lought, to 
conſider,” 


© But I have neither age nor abilities 

- neceſſary for ſuch an office, and. though. 
great may be your partiality in this re- 
ſpect, It 18 not to be ſuppoſed his Lordſhip, 
your father, would be ſo far impoſed on.“ 


« Will you conſent if he does, 
plan.” 


* 1 # » ; or _ ©. \ ; 
6 , * 1 © 
F: Fi ' 93 3 


2 1 will attend you; as > companion bus, 6 
in no other light would I aa ee 


5 
8 F. 


oy « Enough | 2 * engage my Aber 
approves the ſcheme; this day fortnight; I 
ſhall leave Oxford, be ſure you get F 
to ſer, off along g with me. 
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ment, was ſo well pleaſed with the abi- 
1 lities, and addreſs of Mountford, that he 


joined with his ſon in requeſting chat he 


would accompany him on his intended 


tour, and declared that he thought no 


other tutor neceſſary, fo firmly Was he 
convinced that his ſon would reap every 


requiſite advantage, through the medium 


of ſo intelligent a companion, and per- 
haps imbibe the defired knowledge with 
greater facility, than if dictated 3 


auſterity of ſelf-conceired ability. In fine, 


the two. young gentleman fat out for the 


Continent, _ ſoon after end at Paris. 


Ge 2%, 32 + 54 * 12 1 F F4 3 
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| He Mr. Mountfard — 9 it ni prin- 9 
cipal endeavour rs, to direct the attention of ; 
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* —— to "Hole ſubjedts which : 


e 


\r the appointed time, therefore, Mr. ö 
— took his friend to his s father” 8 ſeat, : 


hs AS 
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appeared moſt worthy of it, and indeed 
for ſome time with great ſucceſs s Mr. 


H naturally poſſeſſed a turn for ob- 

Yervation, and inveſti gated the character 

and genius of that people with ſurpriſing 
accuracy; they viſited the ſeveral acade- 

mies of learning, and were introduced to 
men of Science and literature; in: a word, 
every thing went on perfectly well, till 
happening one night to be at the Opera, 
they took their ſeats near a beautiful young 
woman, apparently about the age of eigh- 
teen: ſhe was accompanied by an elderly 
lady who ſeemed to be her mother. Our 
travellers were not wanting in thoſe civi- 
lities which. women naturally expect from 
the other ſex. In France too, where a 
more unreſtrainet ; gallantry i 18 allowable, 
the lady could neither be ſurprized or 
offended at the polite attention of the 
Hor. BH, © o © a_ 
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| Atrangers,: particularly as their apf Jearanc: 
| v0 them of no — rank... 


bi, 


a next day was that tata by 
them for taking a view of the Louvre: 
when Mountford therefore in the morning 
began to prepare to ſet out, he was infi- 
nitely - aſtoniſhed at hearing Mr. H 
exclaim, «' Hang it, I have no inclination 
For ſtaring at pictures and ſtatues at Pre- 
ſent, though I would give the world for 
a fight of that divine creature, who fat 
next us at An pers) 


oc Pſhaw ?! 1 you may ſee an' candied dach 


me night.” 


2 
„ 


8 : 


41 W (replied he with warmth) ſhe 
zs the moſt lovely woman Lever beheld ; 


and if ever 1 marry, that is the perſon.” 
yrs £4 2 *-T-.:oMoft- 


BENEDICT. EY 
* Moſt ridiculous, H = 


| — did you 
<ome to Fraps! to pick up. a wife! . 


— 


ce I will never take one out of it. 


But you know nothing of the girl — 
nothing of her family — was ever an idea 
more romantically abſurd.” 


Jou have touched on the very poi n 
that I wanted to mention; could not you, 
Frederic, have the good nature to make 
thoſe enquiries for me.“ * 


.« I make thoſe enquiries : Do you ſup- 
poſe, Sir, that I attend you then as a 
pimp? 25 2 a 


. How you talk, Mountford ; is it not 
evident, that by deſiring your aſſiſtance in 
dhe affair, I am anxious to give proof „ 
4 60 e 4 
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the honour of my deſign : had I any un- 
worthy end in view, can you imagine 1 
ſhould have made you n to it! 


HL Perhaps, I was too haſty, my d- 
I will oblige you, but it muſt be on two 
conditions. — | | 


ec What at are , 


8 9 « That your deſigns are arily b honour- 
able :; and ſecondly, that you will conſult 


r 


This you may aſſuredly rely on. 
N I 3 | 5 | ; 1 3 
« As to the lady's family, I have reaſon 

to think it a reſpectable one, for 1 happen- 
ed laſt night to over-hear ſome one addreſs 
ber 80 che nene of Madamoiſelle 
de Know a muy ef 'tha: 
Name, 


5 
> 


BEN EDIC TA. 53 
name, and ſhould this be the daughter, 1 
ſhall not be aſhamed of your choice: an 


acquaintance of mine viſits them, and! will 


inform you farther in the evening.“ 


3 proved, that Mr. Ice had 
7 been perfectly right in his conjecture ; the 
lady was indeed the daughter of Monſieur 
| de Linen 


a gentleman of a very ane: 
ent family, though ſomewhat reduced in 


point of fortune. Madamoiſelle was. not 


only very handſome, but a young Lady of 


ſingu lar accompliſhments and merit. Per- 

fectly ſatisfied with theſe diſcoveries, 

25 Mountford procured his friend to be in- 
troduced to the family, where he was re- 


ceived with much cordiality, and had fre- 


quent opportunities of acknowledging his 
paſſion to the fair object of it, who. ho. 


noured him with ſuch a return as was ex- 


tremely flattering to his * The affair 
3 . Po 
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having thus far ſucceeded, it remained for- 
him to obtain the approbation of Lord 


M. To which purpoſe he indicted 


an epiſtle, wherein he candidly repreſented” 


every circumſtance, and then gave it to 


Mountford for his approbation ; but, in 
fact, the letter was committed privately to 


the flames: at a proper time, he pretended 


ſon's marriage. 


to have received an anſwer, in which the 
Viſcount gave his warmeſt aſſent to his 


Mountford was not ac- 


quainted with his Lordſhip's hand-writing, 


and conſequently was eaſily duped: by the 
fraud. In conſequence of the opinion 
which he entertained of the matter, he in- 
ſiſted on Mr. H—— making his propoſals 
to the parents of the young Lady, who, 


with the utmoſt ſorrow, told him, he had 


already done ſo; but that they would ne- 
ver conſent to his marrying their daughter 3 


__ he would change his religion and 
44 | become 


Become a catholic; a point, added he, on 
which 1 would * advice. 


« As. E do noe Nen is pal 
turned the other), for one of your enlight- 
ened underſtanding to ſwallow the ab= 


ſurdities of that church, your converſion: 


to it muſt be purely a feigned one; now 


as I muſt think ſuch diſſimulation entirely 


mean, if not baſe, T « can by n no means ad- 


1 
1 


* 
vie you tos. 
vi wo o it. ; AT 
p | " The" A . 
4 * SO I 


— : 
: .. 1 


40 Nor woutd I condeſcend 1 to the a 
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« You muſt then give * un ſuit as 


far as I can ſee.” 


I will 30 it, aher than renounce my ; 


religion, whatever it mo coſt 1 me. .. 
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. The reſolution. 1— is worthy of 


yourſelf, I. rejoice;t at. you! diſcover Foy 


. 
— 5 F 
* 


3277 Ah! my "Ha 8 ther ff is more 
Ade than perhaps you imagine. Is it. 
poſſible for one, who loves. with the fin- 
cerity I do, to reſign the object of anes. 


* 1 
* 


4 * poſſible,” fag Mount | 


5 but a tender 80 _— him as he ſpoke. 


La 


«4 


At length, belleving hs bis ; friend had- 


* 


really fortitude enough to give up all 
thoughts. ofthe lady, he propoſed the pur- 


ſuing their travels, not doubting, but it: 
would be the means of relieving the anx- 


iety of his mind. After taking leave of 
their acquaintance at Paris, they viſited 
Toulon, td and , place of 


N note 


BENEDICTA . 57 
note in France, then purſued 'their' way 
to the Netherlands. Mountford would 

have embarked at Oſtend, but Mr. H. 
determined to return to Calais; at this 

place, he pretended to recollect the lea- 

ving ſome papers of conſequence at Paris; 
to recover which, it was neceſſary for him 

to go thither, and taking poſt horſes he 
quitted his friend, promiſſing to be back 
with him ina few days; ſo indeed he was, but 
to the utter aſtomſhment of Mountford he 

was e By Madamoiſelle * 


11 
* » 


os What have you done,” ceried he 
giving him a ſevere look. 


« Nothing that can diſpleaſe you my ; 
rigid cenſor, (replied Mr. H— -) this 
Lady is now my wife 8 . 2 
„ Mountford , 


[ 


— ments, and then hinted the neceſſity of 


„  BENEDIOT A. 


Mountford ſhook his head in filence.. 


* Nay, | (reſumed the other) | if you 
doubt my veracity, apply to the lady her- 
ſelf, be fo good as to "Ry this gentlemans 


F 


yy dear Mrs. H 1 


There really the happineſs of being 
this gentleman's wife; (faid the lady ſmi- 
ling) kowever, I reſpect your ſcruples, Sir, 
and ſhall ever eſteem you on that account, 


but for your ſatisfaction, I will aſſure you 


we were married privately by the Engliſh 
Ambaſſador J chaplain.” N 


0 
1 


However improbable Mountford might 
think the account, he could not on the 


| whole, fo greatly ſuſpect either the Lady's 


virtue or ſincerity as to doubt of it; he 
therefore paid her the proper compli- 


their 
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their immediately embarking for England, 
where (added he) you will find, Madam, 


an: aſylum from the reſentment of your 
friends, in the paternal goodneſs of Lord 


M. 


To be ſhort, the packet being ready | 
to fail, they embarked and ſoon arrived in 


London, where Mr. H—— placed his- 
Lady in very elegant lodgings, deſigning 
do paſs ſome time there, as the Viſcount, 

his father, was then attending the Iriſh 
Parliament. Iris impoſſible to imagine a 


couple. more happy in each other than 


were Mr. and Mrs. H „While Mount- 
ford, who was bleſt Fas A diſpoſition: 


which enabled him to find his happineſs: 
in that of other people; had almoſt forgot 
the ſeverity of his own 1661 in che felicity' 
of his. friends, 


2 ! 


26 wy, cru: 
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FrER they had ue; 4 confiers- 
able time in town, partaking of 5 


every amuſe ement it afforded, Mr. H- 
one day reminded his friend, that as it 
was Probable the gentleman, who then 
| held the living he had promiſed him, 
| yould not ſurvive a great while on account 
of his age, he judged it expedient for 
Mountford | to Prepare hi mſ elf for an 
induction to it by returning to Oxford, 
== and there purſuing the praper ſteps for 
1 being admitted to holy orders; « but, as 
"2 continued 
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- require a certain portion of the needful, 
you muſt permit me Frederic to become 
your banker, till ſuch time as you are in 
: poſſeſſion of your benefice ; ; take this bank 
note of fifty pounds, and if not ſuffcient, 
you know on whom to draw for more ʒhtR, 


The generoſity and friendſhip of this 
proceedure, had its proper effect on the 
feelings of Mountford, who. felt, as welF 
as expreſsed every thing which a grateful 

mind might be expected to do on ſuch . 

an occaſion. He was! indeed in ſome 
doubt as to the acceptance of the bill, but 
reflecting that his own finances were by 

no means equal to the expences of another 

trip to the Univerſity, and that it was * Ys 2 5 

tremely probable he might one day be 


enabled to reimburſ e the money, het 
6 conſented 
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l to receive it, and FEI to 
give a note for the ſame. 


a5 . | rid Mr. H=—)qI will _ 
no note—what is fuch a trifle bet 
you and me.“ 


* Pardon,” (returned the other) I can 
Except it on no other terms than thoſe of 
x loan, which I ſhall hold myſelf bound: 
to repay as ſoon as it ſhall. be in my 
power.” 
: 

Mr. . who! knew the. 8 
delicacy of his friend, remonſtrated no- 


farther. A note was given, and Frederic 


put the bill into his pocket book, intend- 
to leave London on the next day. When 
every thing Was ready for his departure, 


'be n g into the parlour to take leave 
5 whom he found alone;. 


and 


* 
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and in tears; without giving him time 
to form conjectures as to the cauſe of this. 
e ſhe _— as follows : N 


N Mount ford, you well remember the- 
high eſteem which my father and mother 
entertained for yourſelf, was the means of 
their receiving your friend with cordiality; 
and, for my part, I had ſo firm a belief of 
your honour, that I looked on it as a ſecu- 
rity for that of Mr. Ho 5 | 


"PIE; Madam, be more explicit.. E 
am at loſs what concluſion to draw from. 
this preface.” . e 
Vou have no occaſion to play the hy- 
pocrite any longer, Sir; every thing is too 
well known to me; your baſe connivance 
at (if the whole plan be not your's) the 


Neri ol this OY man.” 
2 „„ back. 


& 4 5 E NE DIC 7 A. 
I proteſt, ene by all that is 


n 1 affirm, that I do not in the 
leaſt comperhitad you.” | 


n 
too > well that I am not the lawful wife of 
Mr. _—_ 2 75 * 


n al wife (with the utmoſt 
1 what can you mean; Who, 
Madam, can have diſtreſſed you by a doubt 
of this nature.“ 


* 


"> 
< 


: * It is more than doubt—it is mournful 
conviction— Mr. H— has Io: aſſured 
me of it himſelf.” 


Nay, then, moſt injured, moſt ho- 
noured Lady, I-conjure.you inform me "5 
you can of this iniquitous proceeding.— | 
; er to you that till this moment I never 
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ZE thought you otherwiſe thats his wife; 
{till I trat you muſt think my are ſo.” 77 


_« am ſtrongly ee to er you, 

Mr. Mountford, —and therefore will treat 
you with. con fidence. Know then, that for 
ſome time paſt IJ have obſerved a coolneſs 
in Mr. II. Tired of the diſſipated 
England, a life, Sir, (weeping) I was not 
accuſtomed to while with my. parents, 1 
entreated him to convey me to his country. 
ſeat, and as the Viſcount, 5 know, is daily ; | 
expected at. home, I wiſhed, to be in readi· 55 
neſs to receive him: to be favqured with 

his bleſſing, for having baſely deſerted my 


own parents, my poor heart yearned for a 


| ſolace of that kind. (Here Mrs. H—— 


wept ſo bitterly, that her voice was inar- 
ticulate; Mountford, indeed, joined his 
tears with her's ; 'S after a little ſpace ſne 
reſumed,) . 
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PAL ) « On my becoming more lads 
uſually ſtrenuous on that point this morn- | 
ing, Mr. H, with a. cool effrontery, 


thought proper to diſcloſe the whole de- 
ceeption: the perſon whom I was taugh- 
w conſider as the Chaplain of the Engliſh 
&# Ambaſſador, was, it ſeems, no other than 
4 wretch he had hired to perfonate that 
character; the marriage, of courſe, was all 
a ſham, and I the wretched victim of the 
blackeſt villainy ever practiſed towards an 
 nhappy woman. ay friends, r 
S my Honour, vera | 
what but the ett abyfoof him mil 3 
ean be now ny lot | e 1 981 C 


- Mount bord. aber a a pauſe replied; * = 
dear lady, J entreat you, if poſſible, to: 
_ repreſs your emotion, and to be patient 
till F ſhall have diſcourſed with Mr. 
H. on the unhappy ſubject ; however, 

5 . . he 
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| he has i in this inſtance acted unworthy of i 
that integrity J ever thought he poſſeſſed; 
I cannot think him wholly abandoned to- 
baſeneſs, he muſt, he will ſtill do you juſ- 
tice, I will poſtpone my : journey till 
ſomething ſatisfactory to yourſelf, to the 
laws of honour and juſtice, can be effected. 
He is gone to the Park, and thither 1 will 
immediately follow. him.“ 
Bidding the lady” be comforted; he 
haſtily withdrew, as he expected Mr. 
H —Was in the Park; Mountford came 
up with him juſt as he had thrown himſelf 
in a careleſs attitude on one of the benches: 2 
* Frederic, why ſurely I thought you had 
by this time been half way to Oxford.” 


An unexpected incident has detained 
me, ( gravely.) I am under ſome uneaſineſs 
H, concerning an intimation TI have. 

= juſt: 


% 


— 4 
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iz H, induces me to admit every poſ- 
ſible excuſe for your conduct, that youth 
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68 - 


3 -_. 


Juſt received, that you are not actually 


married. It cannot, I hope be true !” 


* And why not, ( ſmiling) is there any 


thing ſo wonderful in ſuch an affair.” 


* 


Pha] you jeſt; prichee, my friend, 


| ſatisfy me as to this point.” 


E *% 


* Then, I nn 


pn 10 bold 4 confeſſion of n 


Mountford could not be induced to form 

any. ſanguine expectations of the buſineſs | 
| he had come on; | however, ſuppreſſing | 
his reſentment he replied, 


e. My friendſhip for you, -my dear 


or —_ * alled ge; we have all our 
eee 
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unguarded moments, but an Böni heart 


will endeavour to retrieve its errors as ſonn 


as it becomes ſenſible of them; and there- 
fore I do not doubt, but you will imme- 
diately reſolve on doing juſtice to un 
lady, by marriage. Jl 


« Not quite ſo ſanguine, neither Mount- 
ford; perhaps I may take that "IP on 1 
time or ochen“ 1 


« But the lady's injured honour calls 
for immediate ſatisfaction.” : 


73 


* - 


ce Ie calls in vain chen if nothing leſs 
will fatisfy it.” "(hi | 


n me, however; do you really 
think it incumbent on you to do her the 
Juſtice I mention, at ſome time.” 


OD 3 


FT BENEDICTA. 

. 4 do not ſee the abſolute neceſſity of 
it; 5 is the nx def in al reſpedts as my 
Jaw ful wiſe? : ip 


* * 25 vs heſitate tomake her really 
. CI OW. ee) | 


.*« Becauſe, perhaps, i it may be 9 
vat ware future period to be diſengaged ; 
the Viſcount will probably chooſe to aſſert 
_ whe prerogative of a father in providing 
Aimſelf a daughter-in-law.” 


e The Viſcount: What then was not 
chat letter genuine, which you towed: me 


** 


| in France? 4; 1 


% 


Ie Yes; it was the g genuine effort of my 
Iptolvind policy, in order to ſoothe ve 


romantic e 2 


A 0 Contemptible 
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. Contemptible duplicity l and Was 
this the man I eſteemed above myſelf? 
Know, Sir, that unleſs: you reſolve inſtantly 
to marry Mademoiſelle de L- —, I 
will unfold the whole 18 this «nm proceed 
co your father.“ 


'« Softly, foftty, Mountford; T cannot 
indeed conſent exactly to your meaſures, 
but to convince you that I am not quite 
the ungenerous fellow you ſuppoſe me, I 
will immediately place her above the fear 
of any inconveniences ſhe: may receive by 
this idle affair, by ſettling on her an an- 
nuity of three hundred pounds a year, in- 
dependent of any connection that may 
Wubi between us hereafter.” N 


* Do not deceive yourſelf, . 
the lady, » if 1 miſtake not, has a four mY 
perior to ſuch ſordid views, ſhe will accept 15 


. _— leſs than e wy TORE”: 
88 „Then 


— 
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Then you may e'en take her yourſelf, 
if that be the caſe; for my part, I will 


never make her a wife in _ other ſenſe 
* Aan is.” 31 
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. Farewell, then! Ry once loved and 
honoured you, but it was I find under a 
fictitious character; the diſguiſe i is drop- 
ped, and I ſee nothing but what muſt 


inſpire m infinite > contempt.” 1 


P hl . i 


With this 1 oy a countenance 
reſſive of ſorrow than anger, Mr. 


Mountford abrupt! y retired, : d returning 


10 Mrs. H—, whom he found in a 


_— bs © 


moſt dilconſolate c nditic Dy he was forced 


þ 2 
= % * N Y * 

„ 1 +4 | 9 
S: - < > * 


cc And i is this your frious reſolution, | 


0 o acknowledge, a his e 


to effect on her lover by dint of ſweetneſs, 


rn 
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ured ſacocls;rhur . 
viſed the Lady to try hat it was poſſible | 


rather than/inveRtive, aſſuring/her at the 
_ Game time that he would-defer-F his depar- 


4 


ture to Oxford in order to wait the nt 


of her efforts, which he yet hoped would 


Prove agreeable to her wiſhes; hut in caſe 
it ſhould not, he begged. her to believe 
him ready to perform any act of ffiend⸗ 

hip the nature of her caſe, and the ſenſe 
he himſelf retained of her i injury might 
direct: with this adviſe he took his leay e, 
not chooſing to remain in, the habiration | 
ofa man, whoſe conduct he thought. i it in- 
cumbent on him to reſent. Scarcely was 
he departed than Mr. H- returned, 

ſomewhat chagrined, and much out of 


humour; without going into the apart- 
ment in Which his Lady was, he 
Vol. A E immediately 


% 
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toniatiediarely ordered his valet to prepare : 
| things for his departure into the country 
chin half an hour ; he then wrote a let- 


ter, and ordering the footman to carry it 


to his miſtreſs, inſtantly ſat off from town. 
On opening the paper, Mademoiſelle de 


1 read the following words: 


I cannot be entirely pleaſed with your 
conduct, Antonia, in divulging ſo i impru- 
dently the ſecret of our affairs. Are you 
then ſo blind as not to perceive that a paſ- 


ſion ſo ardent as mine wants no bonds; 


nay, ſo averſe was Lever to thoſe ties called 


legal, that had I been actuall y married to 


you I ſhould infallibly have ceaſed to love 
you from that hour. No, Madam, we 


will have no ties but thoſe which love has 
made. But, to give you the fulleſt con- 
viction of generoſity and tenderneſ 8, I here 
ſend you a AGE I with my name duly 


ſigned, 


13 


of her 
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a and formally atteſted; fill it up 
with your own conditions; whatever they 
are (except marriage) I will cheerfully 
; fulfil; for the happineſs of the divine An- 


tonia is, and ever will be, the diligent care 


Ever faithful, « ever 10 Fea 

, Avcusrvs H 
P. §. Reflect deliberately on what 1 

propoſe: : I ſhall return again to town. wirk- 


in three days, and will then expect to ſee 
| the frowns which have lately clouded that 
angelic face converted into tender ſmiles. 


The Lady having peruſed this epiſtle, 


reſolved to ſend for Mountford, who had 
taken care to let her know where he might 


be found in caſe his preſence ſhould be : 
neceſſary. As ſoon as he arrived, © Ah, 
Sir, (cried ſhe) I am now reduced to a fatal 


certainty of my miſery ; ; here are the 


E 2 


* 


explicit 2 


„ —BENEDICTA 
explicit ſentiments of that unworthy man.” 
x She then gave him the letter to peruſe; 
and, "when he had done ſo, ſhe reſumed, 
% Now, rell me, Nr. Mountford, if chere 
can be a human being more entirely 
wretched: I have quitted the arms of the 
beſt of patents; iny country, my deareſt con- 
nections, for diſtionour, ruin, infamy. — 
Here her grief became ſo violent that 


Mountford verily thought ſhe would have 
fainted, he ſupported her in his arms, tel- 


"ling her that her caſe was not yet abſo- 
lutely hopeleſs, for that much might be [ 
hoped from the character of Lord M—, i. 
who, he might venture to afſure her, would 
compel his ſon to be juſt, as ſoon as ever 
he ſhould be eee . Gg with the 
"affair. OW 


And do you imagine, Sir, 0 returned 


e in a determined voice) that I wo 1d 
conſent 


BENEDICTA N. 
at to be forced Me en ag a. wife. 


« What, Pome my dear Madam, can can 
be done.“ | 


There is but one way left me, which 
is to tear myſelf from him for ever; yes, 
to tear myſelf, for I own the ſtep will coft. 
me dear; unworthy as he is, Lloye- him as 
my huſband; but ſince he refuſes | that 
ſacred character, my ſoul  ſhudders,at the 
idea of continuing with him in any other 
light, Ah, Sir, (weeping) J was nouriſned 
in the boſom of virtue, L imbibed even in 
infancy its awful dictates, ſhall: I now diſ- 
card them for the indulgence of a fond 
paſſion, the object of which is no! 


3 of i it. I am indeed unhappy, * 


5 | Chin 


8 BENEDICTA.” 
Charmed with theſe noble Aeneas 5 
Frederic replied, « Inform me then, Ma- 
dam, what you propoſe to do, and how I 
can aſſiſt you in theſe laudible reſolutions, 
which I would facilitate even at the ex- 


pence of my life.” 


« T have only to requeſt, Sir, that you 
will direct me, as I am a ſtranger in this 
kingdom, the readieſt way to obtain a * 

n to France.” 


>. * 
bs * 4 * 


21 will do drake I will go before you 
thither, and ſolicit the kind indulgence of ' | 
28 your offended parents; I will throw my- 

ſelf at their feet, and never quit them till, 
by a candid repreſentation of your injuries, 
I iſpoſe them to a cordial reception of 
ttlheir unfortunate, yet noble daughter” 


I thank you for your friendly warmth, 


'S 
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Mr. Mou ntford, 0 returned the Lady with 
a face bedewed in tears) but that is not the 


ſtep I would take: I know my father has 


too high a ſenſe of the honour of his fa- 
mily, ever to be prevailed on to receive 
me; and, if he would, how durſt I now, 


covered with infamy, lift up my head in 


that ſociety where I have been wont to 
appear with an unſullied reputation. Yet, 


though the doors of pity are ſhut againſt 
me there, I truſt that every aſylum i is not 


denied to ſo wretched a being. In the 


Auſtrian Netherlands, Sir, I have an aunt: 
who is the Abbeſs of a monaſtery; could 


1 reach thoſe peaceful walls, I know her 


charity would be extended to receive an 
unhappy wanderer. 5 2544 H Klit HEL 


« Your ſcheme appears ; fo very aig 1 


ble, Madam, that I can perceive bu 
one obſtacle attending it, which is the 


inconvenience ; 
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inconvemence vou will have to ſuſtain du- 
ring a long journey without companion or 


--*#-*Fhoſe inconveniences, Sir, are only 
formidable ro minds unacquainted with 
greater evils; che truly miſerable are ſu- 
perior to fears of this kind; the indigent 
have nothing to loſe, and thoſe who are 
_ diſguſted with life feel not the dread of 
4 28 though T confeſs I have not ſo. fe 
_ -atfed:myfelbof Mr. Hm—"s liberality, as | 
be provided againſt ſuch a contingency 
as this, yet could I once be beyond the 
reach of his purſuits, I doubt not of ef- 
owe my ſubſiſtence on the way to the hand 
of nd : | 


iT; 


* « Noble young Lady, how ſincerely I ad- 
mice and . your virtuous reſolution. 
r | I will 


BENEDICT . 
1 vil. myſelf, Madam, attend you 

to Dover, and ſee you faſely e 
and for che reſt, this nate, will, in con- 
junction with your own; prudence, pro- : 
vide * * . 5 


* No. Sin (returned the Ng 1 will 
by no means accept your pecuniary aſſiſt- 
ance: I already feel. my mind oppreſſed 
by the ſenſe it will ever retain of your 
friendly cond act: Excite me, 1 cannot 
bear a ener "eight of obli a n. 


of Alas, (cried, Mouetford, adi. his | 

eyes were moiſtened with tears}, how 
little does this comfort with the feelings 
of my ſoul, for having been, though: inno- 
cently, acceſſary to the wrongs of a ire 
tuous family. But ſince you are pleaſed, 
Madam, to call my inſignificant zeal an 
en L know you will think yourſelf 
* neceſ- 
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neceſſitated to repay it if poſtible ; ; 

this then, is the return I aſk; accept 
this trifle, and the account will be balanc- 
ed in my eſtimation.” _—_ 


7: 3 N . 


Had Mademoilclle de L. been acquaint- 
ed with the real ſtate of his finances, or 
had ſhe ſuſpected that the note he offered 
; her f which was the one he had ſome time 
fince received of Mr. H.) had compriſed 
the id enk | the certainly 
would have combated the extreme of po- 
verty, rather than have accepted it, but 
the was a ſtranger to his affairs, and dur- 
ing her reſidence in England, had acted 
lo diſintereſted a part, that in fact the few 
Louiſd'ores ſhe had brought from France 
were expended „and had it not been for 
| this friendly aſſiſtance, muſt really have 

degged fubſiſtence on her journey; ſhe, 


therefore at length conſented to accept 
„ | C * $ = that 
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that ge nerous offer, with'tears of gratitude 
and reſolving to avail herſelf of Mr. H—'s 
ſeaſonable abſence, the next morning put 
herſelf under the protection of Mr. Mount- 
ford, who, regardleſs of the reſentment of 
that gentleman, or any other conſideration 
but thoſe which the purity and rectitude 
of his own heart ſuggeſted, conveyed her 
to Dover. In a few hours after their ar- 
rival there, the packet was ready for ſail- 
ing; he accompanied her to the water 
ſide, where the lady repeated a thouſand 
ardent wiſhes that the generofity of his 
conduct towards herſelf might be re- 

_ warded with every felicity; they took 
leave of each other with tears; Mountford 
returned penſively to his inn, and thence 
took coach Vun for n . 


On his return to that city, a variety of 
painful feelings took poſſeſſion of * foul; . 
E 6 e 


% BENEDICTA. 
he faw- himſelf thrown as a fugitive on the 
world, deſtitute either of money, friends or 
the means of ſubſiſtence; he knew enough 
of mankind to be convinced, that the part 
he had taken in the late buſineſs, however 
conſiſtent with generoſity and integrity, 
could not be acceptable to Mr. H. —, the 
proſpect of eſtabliſnment lately held out 
5 to him by that gentleman, muſt therefore 
of courſe have vaniſhed ; he had thoughts 
of applying to his uncle 1 but the known 
diſpoſition, of Mrs. Butler, as well as her 
perſonal. averſion to himſelf, checked that 
intention, and after much anxious deli- 
beration he could ſee no method ſo eligi- 
ble as that of offering himſelf to the 
compting-houſe, as his perfect knowledge 
of figures might in ſome meaſure qualify 
him for ſuch a ſtation; with this view 
he one day ſteped into a coffee houſe with 


Incent to look over the papers, where he 


BENEDICTA. 8 
2 had the good fortune to meet with a mer-, © 
chant, who was no leſs remarkable for the 
benevolence, than the honour of his cha- 
racer; they fell into diſcourſe, in which 
Frederic happening to divulge his ſcheme 
of life, the gentleman was ſo well pleaſed _ 
both with his abilities and candour, that he 
conſented to receive him into his family 
in quality of clerk, on very advantage- 
= ous terms. An incident fo ſingularly for- 
| tunate, could not but be conſidered by 
Mountford with the moſt ſatisfactory teel- 
ings : he returned to his lodgings in a very 
different temper of mind from that in 
which he had left them; far from eſteem- 
; ing the ſituation which fortunately awaited 
im, as at all derogatory tothe dignity ofa 
2 man of learning; however highly he thought 
ol literary attainments, it was his opinion 
that practical induſtry, probity, and other 
focial virtues, were more n the 
duty 
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duty bf Alen being, than thoſe purſuits 
which are apt to take off the attention from 
the active virtues of human life. A new 
field ſeemed open to his view, and that 
line of life which muſt neceſſarily extend 
connections with mankind, promiſed alſo 
an extenſion of happineſs as well as uſe- 
fulneſs. In fine he was preparing to take 
up his reſidence at che good merchant's, 
when an incident occurred which put an 
end to ſo fair a proſpect. 


Mr. Mountford in his proceedings reſ- 
pecting Mademoiſelle de L, had ſolely at- 
tended to the dictates of pity towards an 
unfortunate and injured woman, as well as 
to a ſecret compunction he felt in him- 
ſelf, for having been in ſome meaſure ac- 
 ceffary to her ruin, by the endeavours he 
had exerted to introduce Mr. H to her 
acquaintance ; ;© his ref entment of that 

3 uxworthy 
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unworthy | deception, practiſed on her 
unſuſpecting tenderneſs, was ſo great, that 
he neither ſought nor deſired to conceal 
the part he had acted in the lady's eſcape. 

Ihe nature of guilt is ever ſuſpicious, Mr. 

H. did not therefore leave town without 

employing proper emiſſaries to watch the 

conduct of one whom he had juſt reaſon! © 
to ſu ppoſe was not a friend to dhe princi- 
ples he had diſcovered; very ſtep of 
Mountford's conduct reſpe:*ing that affair 
> was faithfully reported 70 him, and as his 
| paſſion for that lady was not yet ſo fa 
coolled as to induce him to think a ſepara- 
tion defirable; the diſappointment i it had 
now ſuſtained, urged him to ſeek revenge. 
It is aſtoniſhing to conſider how groſsly 
the heart of man is capable of deceiving 


itſelf on * Pal occaſions; baſe and diſho- : 


nourable as his own proceedure had been, 
it never occurred to him, that he was in 
fact 


88 dee fon; the reſent- 
ment therefore which ought to have been 
directed towards himſelf, fell ſeverely on 
his quondam friend, to facilitate which, 
he conceived a moſt favourable opportu- 
nity offered; he doubted, not but Mount- 
ford had been at ſome conſiderable ex- 

pence in fivouring the departure of Ma- 
demoiſelle de I., and well knowing the 
utmoſt latitude of his purſe, he determined 
on arreſting him, on his note of hand, for 
the fifty pounds. The ungenerous deſign 
was accordingly executed with all poſſible 
diſpatch. Mountford, not much ſurpriſed 
at the meaſure, calmly ſurrendered him- 
ſelf to the power of the law. You may 
ſpare yourſelf the trouble, gentlemen, (faid 
he) of taking me to a ſpunging houſe ; q 
fince I have neither money nor bail to of- 
fer, let me be conducted to priſon at once. 
* "D=n him (cried che bailiff, ſomewhat 
Dr 
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BENEDICTA : _ 
diſappointed) the ſheep is not worth fleec-"_ 
ing, 1 believe let us away with him out 
of hand.” Then hurrying his priſoner 
into a hackney coach, without farther ce- 
remony he conveyed him to the fleet- ; 


priſon. 
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CHAP. XXL. 


"HE fight of ſo many miſerable ob- 

A. jects as inhabited that houſe of woe, 
ſtruck a ſenſible damp on the ſpirits of 
poor Mountford, as the ſatisfaction which 
ſome of them expreſſed at the arrival of 
> dew compiltion, gave" Kats hw 


idea of the human heart, which could be 
capable of rejoicing that another was 
ON" to drink of their bitter cup. 

« There 


* 
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There is a pleaſure (ſaid he) in commu- 
nicating happineſs, but the diſpoſition 
which can experience the ſame ſenſation - 
in n diffuſing miſery, muſt be a diabolical 
.* However, he had not made ſo 

little advantage of his ſtudies, as not to 
recollect many a philoſophical a l ge, 
which pointed out the proper character 
of a wiſe man to conſiſt in bearing ad- 
verſity with ſortitude reaſon alſo proved 5 
the inutility of repining under an evil 
which could not be removed, inſtead of 
which he thought it would, much better 
becomie- kim to endeavour to extract as 


much comfort as he could from his pre- 
ſent fituation, eſpecially as it appeared 

| Kkely to be a laſting one — his firſt ſtep 

therefore as ſoon as he was alone, was, to 

take a review of his ſtock of caſh, which 
"=p he found to amount to about ſeven guineas, | 
which he had no ſooner done. chan the keeper | 
ä 1 
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of the priſon waited on him to know his 
- choice of apartments, ſhewing him ſeveral 
of various prices. Frederic, therefore, 
fixed on that which he thought beſt 
adapted to the ſtate of his finances; a 
wretched chamber indeed, the only furni- 


ture of which, conſiſted in a ſorry flock 5 


bed without curtains; an old ſtool; a 
broken table; a few iron bars roughly 
fixed by way of coal grate. | Sad accom- 
modation, indeed, for one who had ever 
been accuſtomed to the elegant conveni- 
ences of life. Pſhaw (cried Frederic, 
ſuppreſſing ſome uncomfortable feelings) 
it is luxury, which by introducing a train 
of artificial wants, has augmented the na- 
tural miſery of mankind; in the firſt peri- 
ods of the world, heroes and conquerors 
would have been content with ſu * a we | 
| hace as this. ft. e 
He | then, drawing the ſtool to 5 . 
wretched 
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wretched plank which ſerved! him for a 
table, drew out his ink horn, and penned 


à letter to the merchant, in which, with 


told him briefly, that he was obliged to 


decline the employment he had propoſed, 


as buſineſs of a particular nature had other- 


wiſe diſpoſed of him. This being diſ- 
patched by the penny poſt, he very philo- 


ſophically betook himſelf to his books, 


which he had taken care to have conveyed: 


to him; and in the amuſement which theſe 


aſſbrded paſſed ſeveral weeks; till his caſh 
being nearly exhauſted, he began to be 
ee alarmed. as to * means . f future 
Pre OT penſive mood, he met 
wit ſome eſſays and a few poetical pieces, 
which he had compoſed at the Univer- 
0 a thought ſtruck him, that theſe, 
foperly arranged, mige furniſh a 
miſcellaneous 
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miſcellaneous A the diſpoſal of which ; 

might probably fetch him a few pieces, with 

this view he recollected the name of an 

eminent -publiſher, to whom he deter- 
mined on ſending a note on the buſineſs, 
together with the work itſelf for his in- 

ſpection: the bookſeller happening to be 

a perſon of humanity, paid him a viſit at | 
his wretched dwelling, and after obſerv= —- 
ing that the eſſays were well written, and 

the poetical works not deſtitute of merit, 

told him that the world was overſtocked 

with publications of that kind, and that 
except they bore the name of ſome fa- 
vourite author, could not hope for a very 


favourable reception. © Nevertheleſs (ad- 

| ded he) though I do not care to purchaſe 
the copy, J will venture on the publication 

© conjointly with yourſelf, though J dare 
not promiſe that the fale will reimburſe 
the chr mama of the preſs. » +252 5 
A Prompted 0 5 
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Prompted perhaps by the natural par- 
tiality which every author may be ſup- 
poſed to have for his works, Mountford 
aſſented to the propoſal, aſter which the 
bookſelle: probably moved by compaſſion 
at the ſituation of a young man, who ap- 
parently diſcovered very ſplendid abilities, 
* to him; As I perceive, Sir, you are 
A — of letters, I believe it will lie in | 

my power to do you ſome ſervic e, by re- 
— you to the acquaintance of 
a certain gentleman, whoſe liberality will 
not be wanting in beſtow ing proper re- 
wards on genius. As he did not chooſe | 
to be more explicit on the ſubject, Fre- 
deric was obliged to ſay in general terms, 
that he was obliged to him, though, in 
fact, he hardly knew, for what. The pub- 
liſner then took leave, and left him once 
more to his cogitations. As it was pro- 
bable that a conſiderable time muſt clapſe 
before 


2 
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Solis: he could poſſibly expect to receive 
any emoluments from the publication 
( ſuppoſing it to ſell) he found himſelf 
obliged to be content with a bare ſubſiſt- 
ence of the animal frame, though, indeed, 

the ſcanty commons to which he was re- 
duced, ſcarcely deſerved that term. One 
day juſt as he had merely repeated the 
formulary of dinner, (for indeed it was no 
more) by ſwallowing a few mouthfuls of 
bread, and a draft of the pure element, 
| he heard a rap at the door of his apart- 
ment, and riſing to open it was ſurpriſed 
by the ſight of a well dreſſed gentleman, 
to whoſe face he was an entire ſtranger: 
poor Frederic, ſomewhat diſconcerted at 
ſo unexpected a viſit, did the honours of 
his apartment as well as he could, by ſeat- 
ing the gentleman on the ſolitary ſtool, 
after which he himſelf choſe for ſeat the 
foot of his truc kle bed. The ſtranger, 


1 5 wWwhoſe 
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whoſe addreſs was perfectly polite, ſoon 9 
4 relieved his embarraſsment, by declaring 
dhe purport of his viſit, which he ſaid was 
in conſequence of recommendation from 
Mr. -— the bockſeller. 


ax — 


L have conceived Sir, ( ſaid he) a very 
favourable opinion of your abilities, from 
ſome pieces of your's in che hands of that 
. * 4gentleman, and really think ſuch talents 
may de rendered highly ſerviceable to the 
community if properly directed. Pray, 
Sir, have you ever made politics your 
ſtudy?' 


« Not particularly fo, returned Mount- 
ford, though I own I have found much 
pleaſure in inveſtigating the conſtitution 
and intereſts of my country. _ 
Then I preſume you have properly 
5 | ; weighed 


* I £ 
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weighed the nature of that popular ſub- 


ict, which has been, and ſill is/Jepend-. 
W in the houſe.” 


| Mountford fide had conſidered it. 


« T hen, Sir, reſumed the other) I can- 
not but think the public may receive very 


happy lights from ſuch a pen as yours, | 


which could not fail of placing the dan- 
gerous tendency of miniſterial venalty in 
its proper e of view; now if you will / 
engage to 


« What, Sir, (exclaimed he, who now 
began to comprehend the drift of the diſ- 


courſe) you wiſh me to write in defence of 


the oppoſing parte” 


_« To be 5 1 do.” . 
e 
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Lou muſt pardon me, then; though 


I would never be biaſſed by party views, 


| nor ſo far reſpect any man as, implicitly to 
admire his meaſures whether right or 
wrong, 1 cannot undertake this taſk with- 


out enn my own principles.) 


« Your moſt Te e Sir, replied. the 


gentleman ( riſing with an air of diſplea- 


ſure) I did not think the force of princi- 


ple might have been ſo n in theſe 


enen. 


e An honeſt man will feel their power in 


any place.“ 


| - Verytrue.(with a ſmile of contempt) 
T wiſh Ps a _ morning, Sir,” boning | 
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think to Mountford's honour, though cer- 


tainly very contrary to his intereſt; hi- 
therto he had ſpent his time much alone, 


ſeldom converſing with any of his fellow 


priſoners, from whoſe appearances he was 


led to form but a poor idea of ſocial plea- 


ſure; tired, however, with abſolute ſoli- 


tude, and ſinking under the weight of his 


own reflections, he began by degrees to 


mingle with the ſociety which that 


| 


wretched manſion afforded ; here he was 
ſhocked by a ſeries of the moſt impious 
and lewd diſcourſes, and ſaw with horror, 


the hardened front of vice rendered ſtill 


more impenetrable by deſpondency. One 
priſoner of a grave and placid countenance 
attracted his attention, as appearing a 
more civilized being than the generality: ; 
It was a middle aged man, whoſe aſpect 


ſeemed to wear the appearance of pious 
reſignation, as his manners ' diſcovered ' 
ö „ much 
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much. of urbanity and a cultivated mind; 
with this perſon Frederic would often 
enter into converſation, till by degrees an 
Intimacy was formed between them, which 
tended mutually to lighten the burden of 
ſorrow. As they were one day ſitting 
together, Mr. Eden gave the following 
relation of his life and misfortunes. 


« 1 am the younger ſon, faid he, of a 
very reſpectable family in the weſt of 
England, but an unhappy paſſion which 
my father indulged for the pleaſures of the 
turf, and the chace, not only exceeded 
the bounds of a plentiful eſtate, but was 
the cauſe of his circumſtances becoming 
ſo much embarraſſed, that at his. death 
my eldeſt brother became poſſeſſed of an 
eſtate deeply incumbered by mortgages N 
and as for myſelf, I was left to make my 


way in the world; as I could, with a fortune = 
: = = of 
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of five hundred pounds only, bequeathed 
by a relation. As my father, if he ever 
reflected on the ſtate of his affairs, had 
taken care to keep it a fecret from his fa- 
mily; I was bred in the expectation of a 
conſid erable fortu ne, entirely remote from 
the means or even the idea of ſupporting 
myſelf by trade; however as there was no 
other reſource left me, I was obliged to 
furn my thoughts either to this or beg- 
gary; in ſhort by the recommendation 


of a friend, F formed acquaintance with a 


very worthy gentleman who carried on an 


extenſive wholeſale trade in linnens; | 1 


would have preſented him with a hand- 


fome premium to give me an inſight 3 in- 


to the bulineſs, as I did not doubt ſuch a 


ſtep would anſwer all the pur̃poſes of a te- 


 dious'apprenticeſhip, for which I was now 


too old, being at that time about the age 
of two and twenty. Mr. M — 


— would 
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not accent the offered premium, with an 
almoſt unparalleled generoſity, he gave 
me every information neceſſary for my 


commencing tradeſman, and al fo had the 


goodneſs to recemmend me to the beſt 
markets for commodities; at length I took 
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aà houſe in- ſtreet, laid out my capi- 
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tal in ſtock, and obtained credit for more; 
but habits for buſineſs and application, 


ö 

[ 

x 
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Sir, are to be acquired in youth, or they 
rarely become effectual; though I was na- 
turally inclined to ſobriety and a domeſ- 
| tic life, yet the neceſſary attention in my 
"> new mode of life was irkſome; however, 
as I was a competent arithmetician, I re- 
gularly inſpected my books, and though 
I was too indolent to aim at riches, I was 
enough of an economiſt to live comfort- 
ably within the bounds of my profits; 
upon the whole I had the character of a 
good tradeſman, and a reſpectable member 
. 


: WE 
y a 


of ſociety; I was well Teceived in every 


family where 1 choſe to viſit, and might, 


] believe, have married with conſiderable 
advantage to my fortune but I had hi- 


therto met with no lady to my taſte. 


As I had ever continued on the beſt 
terms with my brother, I accepted his 
repeated invitations, and one ſummer paid 
him a viſit at the family ſeat; he received 


me with the greateſt cordiality, and we 
5 paſſed ſeveral weeks together in the 


ſtricteſt amity, till happening to go to one 


— 


of the faſhionable watering places, we 


there became acquainted with a young 
lady who reſided with a rich aunt, from | 
whom ſhe had great expectations; the old 
lady appeared fond of our ſociety, and 


ſuffered us to eſcort her niece to the pub- 
lic places, who ſometimes would dance 


at a ball with one of us, ſometimes the 
7 x F 4 YL other, 


5 
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other, as we happened to be firſt in engag- 
ing her. Mifs Warton was one of thoſe 


fingular women who could poſſeſs the 
molt eminent accompliſhments. both of 
mind and perſon, without ſeeming to-know 
ſhe did ſo; or in other words ſhe was at 
the ſame time the moſt lovely, and the 
- moſt unaffected woman in the place; her 
beauty, ſweetneſs, and modeſty, wrought. 
ſo forcibly on my heart, that I ſoon enter- 
tained for her the ſincereſt affection; in 
ſhort, I found an opportunity of diſcover- 


ing my paſſion” to her, and had the un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction to find it not un- 
acceptable. Before I addreſſed ' myſelf 
to the aunt, I thought the friendſhip 


which my brother had ever expreſſed for 
me was deſerving my confidence, and in 
he frankneſs of my ſoul I told him all a 
he confeſſed there was much to be ſaid 
in excuſe for my paſſion, however 


— 


precipitately _ 
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precipitately it might have been formed. 


« That the attachment is a haſty one (ad- 

ded he) cannot be denied; you know no- # 
thing of Miſs Warton's character, and 
therefore I would not adviſe you to be in 


any hurry as to the demanding the old 


lady's conſent. I told him that it was 


5 impoſſible for me to indulge even a doubt 


in that particular, and that I was deter- 


mined on diſcloſing my ſentiments to 


Mrs. Warton. Finding himſelf foiled in 


that argument, he had recourſe to another, 


though I was very far at that time from 


ſuſpecting his: duplicity. Conſider, 


however, Bob, ( faid he) that Mrs. Warton 
is yet a ſtranger to you, and conſequently 
will not give her conſent to a perſon ſhe 
knows ſo little of; in my opinion you 
had beſt take time for that meaſure 9 to 
this I replied, that I would candidly repre- 
ſent _ affairs to her, and, though I am 
F 5 nes 


* 
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not rich (continued I) I have at leaſt a 
good proſpect of maintaining a wife. 


Some company dropping in the diſ- 
courſe broke off; I have fince however 
thought that any but ſo unſuſpecting a per- | 

ſon as myſelf, might have diſcovered a 

coolneſs in my brother's behaviour from 

that hour; but I could ſee nothing but 
my Fanny's attractions, nor reflect on any 
thing, but the felicity of calling her mine. 


In a few days after, * boldly diſco- 
vered to Mrs. Warton the paſſion J enter- 
tained for her charming niece; ſhe heard 
me with polite attention, and when I had 
done ſpeaking replied nearly in thoſe 
words 3. . 1 ſuppoſe, Sir, you are unac- 
quainted with the ſentiments of your bro- 
ther in favour of my niece; otherwiſe you 
would have ſaved both yourſelf and me 
the 


BENEDICTA T7 
| the trouble of this application; I will 
briefly inform you, that - however I might 
reſpe& you, Mr. Robert Eden, yet I muſt 
own the propoſals of your brother have 
the warmeſt ſhare in my approbation, and 


wp 


to which I have given my full conſent.” 


« Surely (I returned) I cannot have 


been ſo unfortunate as to have oppoſed 
y my brother on a point of ſo tender a na- 
teure; but do me the favour, madam, to 


> intorm me how long i it is ſince he firſt ad- 


— =. dreſſed you on this g 0 2 » 
1 e 
d « The laſt evening, Sir, was. the time 
J that I received that intimation.” 

a 

* Struck with my bracherk pe 0 
* unable to reply, but ruſhing inſtantly out 
+16 a of the room went in queſt of my beloved | 
Ou 


Fanny, who I could Fan ſee had been 
me in tears. 
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as BENEDIC 
« Js it poſſible cried 18 with the 


_ greateſt emotion) that I am rivalled by 
my brother, in a point on which de- 


pends the ſole felicity of my life.“ Wo. 


It is moſt true, Sir, (replied ſhe) that 
your brother has addreſſed my aunt to that 
"purpoſe ; he has alſo given her ſuch an 
account of your ſituation in life as rendered 
her deaf to every thing I could ſay in your 
favour ; for indeed I frankly acknowledged 
my partiality in that reſpect, which has 
offended her ſo much that ſhe immedi- 
ately reſolved to quit this Place to-mor- 


row morning. ' 


15 What then (reduced nearly to de- 
ſtraction) muſt I ſee you no more, my 
-adorable Miſs Warton, muſt I tamely re- 
ſign you to my happy brother.” 


o Be aſſured, (replied ſhe,) I will never 
0 * 


— 
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be his; the baſeneſs of his conduct in 
this particular, would render him ever the 1555 


object of my averſion, had I even been 


diſpoſed to favour him before.? 


All the rhetoric which the moſt ardent 


paſſion could fuggeſt on this occaſion, 


was inſufficient to extort from my lovely 


Fanny any other aſſurance, than that ſhe 


would never give her hand to my brother, 


as for any thing further, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was 
ſolely dependant on her aunt, without a 


ſhilling of her own, and from the account 


which I had given her of my circum- 
ſtances, ſhe. judged it highly imprudent 
to offend Mrs. Warton, by an open 


avowal of our mutual attachment — ſhe, 


however favoured me with her addreſs, _ 
and condeſcended to promiſe to receive my 
letters, which fhe would contrive to have 


privately conveyed: to her. Before we 


could 


—— 


F 
— * 
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Hoy reſolve to part, ſhe was told my 
brother was in the parlour. % The viſit 
_{faid ſhe) is not unexpected, I was pre- 
pared for it by my aunt, you may ſafely 


rely, however, on my ſincerity.“ 


With that aſſurance ſne bid me adieu; 
I returned to my lodgings, where in about 
an hour after my brother alſo arrived, evi- 
dently much out of humour, the cauſe of 
which I conjectured with much ſatisfac- 
tion, and exulted in the conviction of 
Miſs Warton's fidelity; but though he 
never dropped a ſingle ſyllable to me on 
the ſubject, it was impoſſible there could 
be any fincere harmony between us after 
ſuch an incident, and as I diſcovered in 
his behaviour a ſort of rooted reſentment, 
(though certainly it was himſelf only who 
had acted culpably)! determined on return- 
ing immediately to town; which, however, 
| I did 
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I did not do, without being firſt aſſured 


that Mrs. Warton had taken her neice 7 
with her into Bedfordſhire. | | 


From this time I enjoyed the happineſs 
of an epiſtolary correſ pondence with my 
amiable miſtreſs, who told me in one of 
her letters, that her aunt had conceived _ | 
from my brother's account, the blackeſt 
idea of my moral character, as well as 


an unfavourable opinion of my circum- 


ſtances; that her tenderneſs for her, in- 
duced her to be tolerably pacified as to the 


rejection of him, as long as ſhe believed all 
connections to have ſubſided between her 


and myſelf; we muſt therefore wait the 


event of time, (continued that lovely girl) 


which may be more favourable than we 


expect” * e 


11 was 35 during this interval that I bovine | 
ſenſible | 
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Senſible of the advantages of wealth, 
the love which I felt for Miſs Warton, 
rouzed me from my natural indolence, F 


applied myſelf to buſineſs with the utmoſt 
aſſiduity; my ſtock was enlarged, my con- 


nections extended, of courſe my profits 
were daily augmented, and I began to 
fatter myſelf with the hopes of ſoon being 
in a fituation to brave the utmoſt refent- 
ment of Mrs. Warton, who about that 
time fell ſick, and after a ſhort: illneſs 
expired, leaving: her nicee ſole heireſs to 


her large poſſeſſions, but on expreſs con- 


dition of never marrying me; in failure of 
which, the fortune was- to reverſe" to a dif- 


tant relation. 


This circumſtance was confidered as a 

grievous event by my Fanny, though, 
for my part I looked on it as a happy op- 
portunity of manifeſting the diſintereſted- 
45 neſs 


neſs of my affection; I ſolicited her fa. 
vour with more ardour than ever, and ſhe. 
condeſcended to give me the moſt unequi- 


pocal proofs of it, by conſenting to ho- 


nour me with her hand. Our marriage 
vas celebrated in a decent time, and ſhe 
retired from . affluence to mediocrity; 
though if the moſt tender aſſurances and a 
conſtant ſmile of content are to be ere- 
dited, ſhe has never repented the exchange; 
no, not under the preſſure of circumſtances 
which were ſufficient to have diminiſhed - 
the fervor of an affection. leſs pure, leſs 
virtuous than her's; and I. confeſs, Mr: 
Mountford, it is the reflection that I am 
ſtill dear to that beſt of women, which 
helps to ſupport my m"_ under my pre- 
ſent misfortunes. | «0 421 Re 


The news of our marriage was no 
ſooner become public, than my brother 
a thought 


* 


eclat. What ſhall I ſay to you, Sir; tha 
Lown'that-fraternal tenderneſs at laſt got 


- 
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thought proper to expreſs his remorſe, for 
having been the probable means of my 
wife's loſing ſo conſiderable a fortune, and 


to evince the ſincerity of his contrition he 


begged we would permit him to make up 
in ſome meaſure the misfortune, byaccept- 


: ing from him whatever was wanting to 


enable us to ſet out in life with fome 


the better of reſentment; « Tes, (cried 
Mountford) you _ own it with tri- | 
umph; I ſhall honour you che mare for 
A | | r 


Fe 3 in each other (reſumed Mr. 
Eden) our ſouls were full of benevolence ; 
to every fellow creature, nor did we re- 
gret that wealth which we were convinced 


could have added nothing to our felicity; 


both Mrs. Eden and — were ready to 
| throw 
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throw the veil of compaſſion on a conduct, 


excels of paſſion, as we conſidered the pre- 


ſent behaviour of this br other, to manifeſt 


a ſoul naturally ſuperior to ſuch baſeneſs. 
In a word we freely forgave the part, and 


though we neither would accept, or ſtood 
in need of any pecuniary aſſiſtance from 
him, we ſincerely joined in expreſſing our 
cordial diſpoſitions, and gave him a preſ- 
ſing invitation to our houſe; he accepted 


it, and ſeemed ſo heartily to participate in 


our happineſs, that it was impoſſible we 
ſnould feel any ſentiments towards him but 
thoſe of unfeigned amity. 

In due time I was the happy farther of 
three ſons and a daughter. That anxiety | 


which every parent does, or ought to feel 


for his offspring, prompted me to wiſh my 
capital ſomewhat larger, that I might by 


extending 


* by 
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extending my buſineſs, be enabled to lay 
up ſomething for their future eſtabliſh- 
ment in life. I hinted that deſire to my 
brother, who, with the utmoſt alacrity 
provided me with five thouſand pounds, 
and for ſome time every thing went on as 
well as I could even hope for; but by the 
unexpected failure of a factor whom I em- 
ployed abroad, I loſt a ſum greater than 
that which I had borrowed of my brother. 


And now, Sir, the veil dropped from 
the face of villainy, and diſcovered that 
the friendſhip which this vile brother had 
ſo long aſſumed; was nothing more than 
a ſpecious colouring to conceal a heart im- 
placably bent on revenge, for an affront 
which it ſeems he had never pardoned: 
F mean my poſſeſſing a greater ſhare in 
Miſs Warton's affections than himſelf; 
— 4 have- fince found oy indubitable 

Proofs, 
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pepe that the failure of the factor, IJ have 
mentioned was at his inſtigation, who 


knowing me to have conſiderable effects 


in his hands, concerted the ſcheme of 


his becoming hankebe: | 


It is an inſtance ſcarcely within the limits 


of credibility, nor could 1 muyſelf have be- 
lieved it, had not the bahaviour of my bro- 


tber afforded fatal confirmation, for apply 


ing to him (as I did when my creditors 
alarmed enforced their ſeveral demands) 
in full confidence of the aſſiſtance he had 
ſo often afforded, he cut me ſhort, by ob- 


ſerving, that I already owed him more 
than I was worth, and that having a par- 


ticular occaſion for money he muſt deſire 


payment. In fine Sir, that very evening 


I was arreſted at his ſuit, and forced | 


amidſt the tears, the faintings, of an 


Wee wife, the ſhricks of my poor 41 
| habe; 


_ ow 8 BENEDICTA 

k 1 babes to this horrid manſion, where 1 
on 1 have already paſſed fifteen months, a ſuf- 
i | ferer, not from the ſenſe of my own mi- 
| ul ſery ſo much as by my feelings on the 
| lf -account of my dear. F * and Her Poor 


helpleſs infants. 


— — 


« And what is become of dem, ” aid 
Mountford wiping his eyes. 


| « They are at a village about fifteen 
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miles from town, my wife wiſely judged 
that the beſt proof he could give me of 
her affection, would be diſcoverable rather 
in ſeeking to ſupport our children, than on 
venting an unavailing ſorrow in this place, 
retired to the country, where, by keeping f 
a little ſchool ſhe makes a ſhift, not only 
to ſupport the poor dear creatures, but 
alſo to ſupply me with that aſſiſtance, 
without which, I muſt 3 have 
fallen a prey to famine. 


„ 


: Here 
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Here Mountford heaved a profou nd: 
groan, graſped the hand of Mr. Eden. 
dropped a tear over it, but uttered not a 
ſyllable, 


CHAP. XXIIL - 


1 
THE. production of Mr. Mounford's | 
1 pen, was no. ſooner offered to the 
public, than it met with a more rapid | 
ſale than the bookſeller had expected, | 
in conſequence. of which/ he- received 


ten guineas from that gentleman on 
account. This ſeaſonable ſupply; to- 
gether with what he afterwards: received 
from the ſame quarter, enabled him to 
ſupport his wretched exiſtence; during a 
5 | | LOT 
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che remainder of his continuance in pri- 
' ſon, in which place he had now paſſed 
ſome what more than eleven months, when 


ſlauntering one day amidſt a group of un- 


happy beings, he heard a confuſed mur- 
mur of 'tis ſhe? *tis ſhe! and ſhortly after 
a" priſoner vociferated, © now my lads 
ſtand forward, we ſhall ſoon ſee who i is 
the lucky dog.” There was it ſeems a 
venerable gentlewoman who pailed for an 
_ oddity amongſt her acquaintance, that to- 
gether with other ſingular whims, had 
one of viſiting the ſeveral priſons in the 


© metropolis, conſtantly - on the returns of 


her birth day, when ſhe made it a rule to 
liberate one debtor in each. Such a cuſ- 
tom could not fail of exciting due atten- 
tion in the inhabitants of theſe diſmal 
manſions, and accordingly her appearance 
had been anxiouſly expected in the Fleet 
for ſome time paſt. No ſooner'did the 
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good Lady appear, than the whole af- 
ſembly crowded. about her, clamorouſly 
repreſenting their ref} pective woes, to 
which, however, ſhe gave no other anſi wer, 
than by looking attentively around, as if F 
ſhe deſigned her beneficence ſhould be 3 
directed rather by her eyes, than her ears: 
at length ſhe eſpied Mountford apart from 
the vociferous group, who apparently was 


_ regardleſs of the whole procedure, and 
ſtood penſively leaning on the back of a 
chair. Whether there was any thing i in his 
figure particularly ſtriking to attract the 
notice of the lady, or what is more pro- 
bable, ſhe diſcovered in him the indubita- 
ble aſpect of modeſt merit, certain It 1s, 
that ſhe moved directly towards him, 
which being obſerved by the reſt of the 


| Priſoners, ſome of them, envious of the — 
; good fortune which ſeemed to await him, 

*# exclaimed, « — it, that is not fair.“ 

L- II. .G And 
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And one, more buſy than. the reſt, cried 
aloud, « « Why, Madam, that is bur a 


| noviciate, he has not been here a * 


yet. * 
: \.- 


'S 0% 


"A Pray Sir, faid the © Lady, { addreſſing 


herſelf to Mountford) can you point me 


out the object, amidſt the vaſt number of 


ſufferers in this place, to whom my aſſiſt- 
ance. play: be moſt pony Gircfted. PE: 


8 1 can, n, Madam,” ( pointing to Mr. 


Eden, who was at the window of his 
ſolitary apartment) 70 there i is one emi- 
nently deſerving it.“ 


have ſuch an opinion, Sir, of your f 
iernenfneft, ( ſurveying Mountford with | 
marks of aſtoniſhment ) that] NET feign 


hear from you the particulars, which in 
your idea, fo peculiarly: merit com- 
* + Terr nale „ lr 


BENEDICTA ng. 


N He has an amiable wife, Madam, ang 


four ſmall children.” . 


« Go chen, young man, and tell him 
that he is free, and that he owes his liberty 
to your repreſentation of his caſe ; direct 


him to depute a proper perſon to Mrs. 


Barclay, of Kenſington, to-morrow morn- 
ing, and the debt ſhall be Urs 
whatever! it may be. 


Mountford, everjoyed at the pr oſpe ct 


of that worthy gentleman's enlargement, 
and making the lady a grateful bow, in- 
ſtantly withdrew, to convey the welcome 


tidings. Mrs. Barclay having thus diſ- 
charged her annual cuſtom, quitted the 
- priſon, amidſt the murmurs of all who 


were not at that time the partakers of her 
bounty, making a ſimular obſervation to 
that of a certain celebrated perſonage, 


G2 Who 


* 
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Who uſed to. fay, that in beſtowing one 


favour, he made an hundred red diſſatisfied. 


Ves, ard Mrs. Barclay, it certainly was, 


Reader, that phenomenon of benevo- 


lence, who could content herſelf with 

the mere neceſſaries of life, in order to 
beſtow the ſurplus of her large fortune on 
the wants of her fellow-creatures : but 
we muſt do her the juſtice alſo to allow 
her to have conſidered the diſintereſted 
generoſity of Mountford, in the light 
which it deſerved. Having, by Mr. 
Eden's means acquired the knowledge of 
his name, and the ſum for which he was 
, confined, ſhe ſent the amount of the debt, 
or indeed ſomething more, encloſed in a 
Wer to him, which contained the fol low- 


ing words: 


13 


de. « Meri, like whar you r/recent conduct 
has 
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ne has diſcovered, ought not to go unreward=; N 
ed; accept, young gentleman, the means — 


of liberty, and be as happy as you deſerve. i" 
as, | to be, in the eſtimation of-. | 
o- + lb | A. - BanCLAY.., = 
th nds wil an one e 5 
to Thus, unexpectedly poſſeſſed of the 
on means of liberty, Frederic loſt no time in k 
ut ſettling the affair which had occaſioned 1 
* his confinement ; after which, he departed | f 
ed from the Fleet, to the lodging he had for- 1 1 
ht merly occupied: though the joy he felt at : [ g 
Ir. the thoughts of his enlargement, was con- | i 
of ſiderably abated when he reflected, that f 
vas he was not only without friends to facili- 
bt, tate the mode of his future ſubſiſtance ; | 
a but that the ignominious circumſtances he- 

We had lately endured, would prove an effec- 
tual bar to his advancement in any line | 

of life. It is rather to be wondered as... 
ict that he did not endeavour to improve the 
las 


9 benevolent 
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benevolent dif] pofiti on of Mrs. Barclay | 
ſtill farther to his advantage, but the 
truth was, he conſidered the obligation ſhe 
had already conferred in ſo grateful a light, 
as precluded all thoughts of ſeeking far- 
ther to excite her beneficence, he thereſore 
only writ her a letter of thanks, in which, 
though he ſaid every thing which gratitude 
could ſay, it fell very ſhort of what he 
really felt; as ſoon as the firſt pleaſing 
emotions, which the conſciouſneſs of re- 
| newed liberty excited, had ſubſided, he 
ſunk into the moſt dreadful deſpondeney 
at the review of his forlorn ſituation. 
« This vaſt and crowded city, (faid he, to 
himſelf,) affords not a ſingle being to whom 
Jam known, nor does the world itſelf 
' yield one perſon that is any ways intereſted 
in my welfare or concerns: the prodigious 
crowds that paſs the ſtreets have their reſ- 
pective homes, and their ſocial connections, 
16-414 8 ö while 


while I am deſtitute of all that can | 
render lite deſirable. _ Surely A priſon 
itſelf is an eligible receptacle for ſuch a a 
wretch * When he uttered this ſoliloquy, [ 
he was leaning againſt a corner of the 

window, mechanically gazing on the 

paſſengers in the ſtreet, when he happened 
to diſcover his uncle's carriage; con- 

vinced, by this, that the Gly were in town, 
he determined on paying a viſit to Mr. 
Butler, not doubting, but he ſhould re- a 


ceive direction, if not aſſiſtance, from that 


quarter. With this intention, he equipped 


himſelf in a decent ſuit of apparel, for, 


neither during his confinement or ſince, . 


had he appeared in any thing better than 


an old ſuit of black, which had been his 
travelling dreſs, conſequently his wardrobe 
was not much impaired. As ſoon as he , 
was dreſſed, he fat out for the ſquare, and 
enquiring for Mr. Butler, was immediately 

6 4 ſmeun 


. | . 3 . - * - i © 7. YE 1 v3 bY - 55 f 5 7 by 4 9 * 
; ; $5. S | — 8 „ 
3 55 $8 8 3 
| {EO $67. EM 
| | ? „ 7 hot A 28. 
* - 4 6 1 , 5 2 „ 8 of 
k © . 7 j tw IS 'S * *% 5 5 2 8 * 7 
LF — 8 5 oF g b - p 15 F b * . Fs % % — n . ” 
. 2 I £ x 4 — i * - 
. * 4 8 3 * * 4 £ 
5 oy = N 4 
* » > 
. 5 
= « 


* 1 q 4a. * F y 2 1 
2 —— 4% A. 1 2 92 + = — 
PSB an, nom . ern es, oat es 4s: 3 : ho . 7 * 
22 2 N 2 3 fr 45 12 1 e > 2 — =_ \ 1 R * 
r * „ r; . . e. . ES 
PL. — N — pad i * r my — OY 
a 8 — W . 
3 


E A. 
Fa 9 * N 
"I. = 8 r 
* RY = 3-1 


* BENEDEICTA. 

ſhewn into a parlour; the footman having 
been lately hired, was a ſtranger to his 
perſon, as well as to the etiquette of Polite 


life, for without ſtopping to aſk the name, 
immediately uſhered him into the dining- 
room, where Mrs. Butler was ſitting alone. 
Frederic's embarraſſment at ſo unexpected 
a rencountre, could only be equalled by 
3 the ſurprize of the lady; ſhe deigned 
nn however to ſpeak, though her mode of 
addreſs was not the moſt amicable. 


„J am perfectly aſtoniſhed, young 
| man, at the aſſurance which induced you 


to appear in this houſe.” 


« As Mr. Butler's home, (returned 
Mountford with an air of modeft dignity} 
1 confeſs, Madam, I am not conſcious of 

the impropriety you ſuggeſt, eſpecially as 
ir was to him, I meant to Pay my aa 
pots.” 


Piqued 
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Piqued at this ſpirited reply, and parti- 
cularly at an infinuation which ſeemed to 
militate againſt her prerogative, ſhe re- 


ſumed, © And give me leave to ſay, you 


might have ſpared yourſelf that trouble, 
as your Uncle is too juſtly incenſed at your 


conduct towards your good friend Mr. 
H——, ever more to countenance a per- 


ſon, who is a diſgrace to his family. 
Indeed, I am ſurprized at your being re- 

leaſed from that confinement which we 

both thought you ſo well deſerved.” - 


Poor Frederic had flattered | himſelf, 


that this ignominious circumſtance had 
been a ſecret to his relations, nor could he 


forbear feeling much diſconcerted at the 


contrary conviction. However, recol- 
lecting himſelf, he replied, « my poverty, 
Madam, not my. principles, may indeed 
conſtitute that diſgrace,” Then, without 
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ſolliciting any farther | ecclairciſſement, he 
bowed ſlightly, and retired. o 


4 This interview not having any tendency 
to put him in a better humour with his 
fortune, than he was in, previous to this 
viſit, he betook himſelf to the Park, not 
indeed with a view to amuſement, but 
ſolely to indulge melancholy, in a ſequeſ- _ 
tered part of it. Here he threw himſelf 
on one of the benches, regardleſs of any 
thing but his own wretchedneſs ; he had 
indulged in that melancholy poſture ſome 
minutes, when a perſon, who had been 
attentively ſurveying him, cried, © Ir is 
he! It is Mountford 1˙Rouſed by the 
exclamation, he turned his head to diſ- 
cover whence it proceeded, and inſtantly 
recognized Lord Davenport. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


T* introduction of his Lordſhip in 


this place, is we confeſs, a little 


outree, having made no previous mention 


of that Nobleman' s return to England, but 


if the reader was as, anxious to get Mr. 


Mountford releaſed from his confinement 


as ourſelves, we conceive the omiſſion will 


be readily pardoned. 


3 


"The air rand ſ ſprings of Montpelier hav- 
ing been attended with ſo falutary an ef 
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the good Peer accompanied his 
ſon and daughter on a tour through Italy; 


they ſpent a confiderable time at Rome, 
with : as much pleaſure as perſons of their 
refined taſte might be expected to do, in a 
city ſo eminently capable of gratifying 
both the Antiquarian and the man of 
| faſhion; here they ſaw the polite arts in 
their native dignity, and here alſo they 
contemplated the ſuperb remains of anci- 
ent grandeur. At Florence Lady Daven- 
port was happily the mother of a fine boy, | 
to the inexpreſſible felicity of her affec- 
ſtionate Lord, and the ineffable ſatisfac- 
tion of the Earl. Although this deſirable 
incident could add nothing to the entire 
harmony which ſubſiſted between that 
amiable pair, yet his Lordſhip conſidered 
it as the conſummation of his felicity, as 
Lady Davenport certainly felt the conju- 
en knot more tenderly intereſting, by her 
aſſumption a 


—_ 
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aſſumption of the maternal character. 


Often would he fold in one delightful em- 


brace his infant ſon and its lovely mother, 


and while alternately imprinting an exta- 


tic kiſs on each feel a thouſand nameleſs 


tranſports which muſt be ever unknown 


to the lawleſs libertine, or the miſtaken 
coffer of the hymeneal union; but in the 


midſt of this extatic ſcene of domeſtic 


bliſs, he had the affliction to ſee his be- 


loved Benedicta ſeized with a | fever, the 


conſequence, as Dr. Hartwell declared, 


of her too ſtrict application to the duties 
of the nurſery. The affectionate anxiety 
which his Lordſhip diſcovered on this 


occaſion, left the moſt grateful impreſſions 


on the heart of her Ladyſhip, who, when 
the violence of the malady had abated, 


was oppreſſed with a langour which made 


it neceſſary for them to repair to Mont- 


pelier a ſecond time; for this reaſon their 
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return to their native country was delayed 
much beyond thetime they had allotted for 


theirabſence, ſo that it was ſomething more 


than four years before they arrived in Eng- 


land as theynot only viſited Paris, but moſt 
ofthe remarkable cities in France and Swit- 
zerland 8 then embarking at Calais were 
fafely landed on the Britiſh ſhore. Lady 
Davenport had alſo preſented the noble 
family with a daughter, who together 

with her brother were in perfect health. 


On their arrival at the caſtle the greateſt 


demonſtrations of joy were expreſſed by 


the neighbourhood, where the Earl of S. | 


Was truely regarded as the patron of the 
poor, as indeed, the whole family were 


ever mentioned with the higheſt degree 


of love and veneration, by all within the 
ſphere of their acquaintance ; preparations 
 . were now made for celebrating the 


* nuptials 


have before ſeen, were omitted on account 


of the Farl's indiſpoſition) together with 


that increaſe of happineſs to the whole fa- 
mily, the birth of two lovely children. 
on this occaſion all Poſſible magnificence 
was diſplayed, and the caſtle for ſometime 
crowded with company ; as the character 
of Lord Davenport was eminently eſteem- 
ed, there was not a viſitor which did not 


ſincerely participate in the felicity he en- 


joyed with ſo amiable a lady, whoſe affabi- 


lity, beauty, and accompliſhments were the 


theme of general admiration. 


LES 


As ſoon as theſe public ceremonies were 


over, the happy family retired to find 
within themſelves -the exalted pleaſures 


of domeſtic love and harmony ; here there 


ſatisfactions were always new becauſe their 


actions were the conſtant reſult: of good 
ſenſe 


B E NEDI C T A. 135 == 
nuptials of Lord Davenport (which, as we 5 
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ſenſe and virtue. 


Their table was ele- 
gant, and oſten frequented by the beſt 

company the country afforded, though in 
| this definition neither wealth or rank was 
ſo principally conſidered as the graces and 
- ornaments of the mind, for which rea- 
| fon the ſocial converſations at the caſtle 
ever abounded with wit and elegance; in 
a place where the adventitious advantages 
of fortune met with ſo little diſtinction, 
the cultivated mind was encouraged to ex- 
pand and to furniſh that fund of enter- 
tainment, which ſecures a converſation 

from degenerating into dulneſs or detrac- 
tion; but while the parlour was thus fur- 

niſhed with the higheſt reparts of mental 

qualification, the kitchen exhibited in its 


fulleſt luſtre, the genius of ancient hoſpi- 
ality; the Earl was immenſely rich, and 
' he cauſed his liberal fortune to afford plen- 
teous entertainment to the whole of his 
g tenantry, 


— 
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tenantry, and neighbourhood, unlike the 
modern œconomy of noble families, who 
vuaſte their eſtates in the diſſipation of the 
capital, or other places of reſort, while 


the Manſion-houſe ſcarcely yields a ſoli- 
tary fire. 


The park, lawns and woods, of this ve- 
nerable ſeat, were a pleaſing ſource of 


amuſement to her Ladyſhip, who dif- 


Covered ſo laudable an ambition of appear- 


ing an eſtimable companion in the eye of 


her worthy Lord, that ſhe even adopted 


his fondneſs for rural ſports, as far, at 
leaſt, as was conſiſtent with the delicacy 


of the female character. She accompa- 


nied him in hunting, ſhooting, &c.; for 
though ſhe did not indeed actually manage 


the fowling piece, ſhe nevertheleſs often 
attended him on thoſe excurfions, though 


was ſhrewdly remarked, that at ſuch times, 
| . the 
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the character of the keen ſportſman was 
loſt in that of the tender gallant. When 
the weather was unfavourabl e, they uſually 
retired as ſoon as breakfaſt was over, to 
the library, or the muſic- room ; ſome- 
times, indeed, to the nurſery; a ſcene 
which afforded them not the leaſt exqui- 
ſite of their pleaſures. Here Lord Da- 


venport was wont to contemplate his be- 
loved Benedicta, in the higheſt- point of 


female excellence; here he ſaw ſuperior. 
beauty and fingular accompliſhments, 
receiving the fulleſt illuſtration in the 


amiable diſcharge of maternal duties. 


The good Earl, who really eſteemed, her 
as the greateſt bleſſing which could have 
been beſtowed on his family, was daily 
diſcerning ſome new trait of mind or 
' temper, to improve that exalted degree of 
paternal affection, with which he regarded 
her; but that which gave him particular 
pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, as it reſembled certain qualities 
diſtinguiſhable in the characters of 
ladies of quality in the laſt century; was 


the diſcovery of an apartment which her 


Ladyſhip had appropriated folely to the 
ſervice of the neceſſitous: it was ſtored 
both with medicines for the ſick, and ap- 
parel for the healthy, whoſe induſtry was, 
by the proper diſpenſation of theſe afſiſt<" 
ances, both encouraged | and rewarded. 
This | benevolent plan had been a good 
while eſtabliſhed, without the privity L 
either of her huſband or the Earl, when 
one day the latter accoſted her with an af- 
fected gravity, © I little thought, ſaid he, 
I ſhould have occaſion to reproach my 
dear daughter of ſelfiſhneſs; but indeed, 
indeed, you are a very niggard. we 


cc How, ( replied ſhe changing colout}* 
in what my Lord have I merited this 
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% Nay no equivocation, facts are ſtrong 
againſt you, come with me and I will in- 
ſtantly convict you.” oY 


Her Ladyſhipreally alarmed, could with 
difficulty ſuppreſs a ſtarting tear; Lord 
Davenport was ready to exculpate his wife, 
whatever might be the nature of the charge, 


when a wink of good humour from the 
Earl, convincing him of the pleaſantry 
of the affair, he accompanied them in 
ſilence till they reached the door of the 
apartment before- mentioned, when the 
Earl, pointing to the ſhelves loaded with 
medicine and apparel, faid, 


See there! am I wrong in my charge! 
I convict you Lady Davenport, of having 
contrived a fund of the moſt exalted plea- 
ſures ; of ſecreting thoſe pleaſures from 
the knowledge of me, your father, and of 

„ „ 


BENEDICTA a" 
Lord Davenport your rightful Lord; and 


of greedily feaſting on them without ſo 
much as allowing either of us a ſhare in 
the luxurious banquet,” 4 


« And is this all, (cried ſhe ſmiling) 
Heavens my Lord, you have half * 
me to death.“ 


« No ( returned the Earl tenderly em- 
bracing her) it is not all, for you ſhall 


permit me, my dear Benedicta, to depoſit 


this to the fund, (laying. down a bank note 
of an hundred pounds) and I infiſt that 


every year you receive from me the 


like contribution.” | 


Her Ladyſhip would have declined this 
liberality, declaring that her pin money 


was more than ſufficient for N in 


_ could have in view. 


1 
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1: in queſt of greater; but there happening 
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t See now, (faid the Earl facetiouſly) 
bow this ſelfiſh girl would arrogate all 
to herſelf: I told you, wy Lord, that ſhe 


was a very niggard.” 


Benedicta then took the note with a 

grateful curteſey, obſerving that ſhe Was 

happy in finding her little plan had met 
with the approbation of his Lordſhip. 


During the ſpace of twelve months 
which had paſſed in this delightful man- 
ner ſince the family had returned to Eng- 
land, Lord Davenport had never viſited 
the capital, and probable never intended 
it, being ſo well ſatisfied with the portion 
of happineſs he enjoyed in a retired life, as 
to conclude he needed not to roam abroad 


a diſſolution of parliament, ſeveral of the 


moſt reſ Pectable gentlemen i in the county 
united 
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united in deſiring his Lordſhip to repre- 
ſent them in the new parliament; this he 
at firſt declined; till the Earl obſerved 
that it could not be refuſed with pro- 
priety. e 


e As a member of the common ſociety 


(continued that nobleman) your country 
has claims on you, my Lord, which you : 
-ought not to reject; a virtuous citizen will 
contribute what he can to the good of the 
community : you are called on to repre- 


ſent a numerous body of people ; now 
though that honour when acquired by ve- 
neal methods is ſo far from being eſtima- 
ble in my eyes, that I ſhould much rather 
ſee you conſume life in obſcurity ; yet 
when called on to that office by your fel- 
low citizens, you cannot refuſe them with- 
out eee yours focial obligations, and 
$9905 36 eee 3 


OE | 


Nr. — 


1 5 
in * 
1 
+ 
{ 
"4 
"200 


. —— 4. 


2 Prone,” ne 
2 "I — 
. 
2 5 


— 


O_— -_ 


* Fe . 
\ k 


24 BENEDICTA 
diſcovering at the ſame time a culpable 
Preferance of private eaſe.” 


This fuggcſtion had the deſired effect; 
Lord Davenport though oppoſed by a 
mercenary creature of a certain great man, 
vas returned by a great majority of votes, 
and conſequently obliged to quit the 


peaceful retirement of the caſtle for a 


more public and leſs tranquil ſcene. On 


this occaſion, however fondly attached to 


her little nurſery, Lady Davenport thought 
at her duty toaccompany her Lord to town, 
though in their way they determined to 
ſtop at the village where the good Curtis 


reſided, whoſe. daughter had been long 
expected at the Caſtle, but had heen pre- 


vented by an ill ſtate of health from 


as did alſo the worthy Divine. As during 
on. 4 the 


- 
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the two days which they ſpent in that 
peaceful habitation, mention was frequent- 
ly made of the Butler family, (who were 
then in London) Lady Davenport took an 
opportunity to gratify a benevolent cu- 
riofity, by aſking what was become of 
young Mountford; the Doctor replied, 
that the laſt accounts we had received of 
him were from France, where he found 

he was in company with a very worthy 
young gentleman, from whoſe father he 
had ſome valuable expectations: : ſuch was 
the information which Frederic had given 
his friend in a letter, fince which, the 
Doctor obſerved, he had received no 
tidings from him, and expreſſed both 

concern and ſurprize. The truth was, as 
Mountford had paſſed moſt of his time 
fince he returned to England, i in a ſituation 
which he had no mind to diſcover, he had 
omitted giving the good Doctor any 
Vor. II. H intelligence 
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en of his return; and though he 
well knew his benevolence would have 
been cheerfully exerted in extricating him 


from that place of ignominy, yet he ſcorn- 
ed to inſinuate a hint of that kind, and 
rather choſe to appear diſreſpectful by his 
ſilence, than to excite a compaſſion which 
muſt have been of diſadvantage to the 
circumſtances of that worthy man. Lord 


Davenport, who both from his own ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Mountford, and the 
character his Lady had given of him, had 


a great reſpect for that gentleman, ſaid 


that it was probable letters had been loſt, 


for he could not believe him to be regard- 
- leſs of fo amiable a benefactor. 


* 


As ſoon as the arrival of Lord and Lady 
Davenport in town, was announced to the 


public, they received the compliments of 
Mr. and Mrs. Butler — as they had not 


ſeen 
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been her lad yſhip ſince her marriage, the 
former: was particularly delighted at that 
appearance of health and contentment, 
which was viſible in her countenance, and 

he even wept tears of paternal joy. 
Mrs. Butler alſo expreſſed her ſatisfaction, 
not that ſhe entered at all into the feelings 
of her huſband on the occaſion, it was 
ſufficient for her that ſhe ſaw Lady Daven- 
port appearing with all that ſplendor of 
rank and equipage, which 1 in her opinion 
conſtituted true happineſs, as for any other 
conſiderations ſhe thought little of them. 
After the firſt compliments were over, ſhe 
began to expatiate on the ſovereign de- 
lights of the town, oppoſed to the horrid 
dulneſs of the country, | and expreſſed her 
ſurprize chat her ladyſhip had not viſited 
it the laſt winter. : The latter replied, that 
ſhe ſhould not have been in London then, 
if the public character of her Log had 
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not rendered that meaſure elke. 
« Well, cried Mrs. Butler, you are pre- 
pared I hope my Lady to do honour to 
that character, by diſcovering a public 
ſpirit yourſelf — I mean by taking the 


lead in faſhionable amuſements, as be- , 
comes a perſon of your Ladyſhip's rank, 
rather than moping at home, as you once : 
were fo ſhockingly addicted to, though ; 
J dare fay travelling has worn off that : 
_ ruſtic PETTY ay : 
Lady Phat could not help ſmiling 
at this ſpeech, particularly at Mrs. Butler's 1 
] idea of doing honour to his Lordfhip's * 
| public character, and this ſmile being F 
1 taken as a tacit approbation of her advice, 2 77 
that Lady took her leave perſectiy ſatis- ; 
fied with the viſit, p 


"The family bd not been long in 
London, 
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London, before her Ladyſhip paid 
a viſit to her much eſteemed Mrs. 
5 Barclay, who received her with maternal 


affection, and begged to have as much of 
her company during the ſeſſion, as could 


5 be ſpared from her more amuſing engage - 


ments. With this polite invitation Bene- 
dicta readily complied, and certainly con- | 


fidered the time, ſhe frequently ſpent with 
that excellent woman, as more agreeably 
employed than it could have been in the 
gayeſt circle. 
LM Happening to be one day at dinner at 

Mr. Butler's, together with her Lord, 
mention was made of young Mountford, 
on which Lord Davenport expreſſed a 


deſtre to know what was become of him, 


Mrs. Butler was ready enough to reply, 


that ſhe expected ſhortly to ſee his name in 
the Old Bailey Calendar; he was lately, the 
H 3 W 
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added, releaſed from the Fleet, (though by 
what means ſhe could not deviſe) where 
he had been confined for a debt contracted 
at a Bagnio; and then produced a letter 
from her pocket book, received from 


Mr. H——, wherein he gave an account 
equally falſe and ſhocking of the conduct 
of Mountford, after ſaying every thing 
which malice could ſuggeſt, to the pre- 
judice of his character, the writer con- 
cluded with the circumſtance which Mrs. 
Butler had with much . related. 


3 1 think, ſaid Lord Davenport, chere 
appears ſomething incredible in this re- 
port, though the beſt princ iples may poſ- 
fibly be corrupted, yet the tranſition from 
virtue to vice cannot be ſo rapid as repre- 
ſented! in Mr. Mountford's caſe.” 


LY 


1 1 doubt onal Mrs, Butler,) his 
T principles 


principles were never very good, my 
Lord.“ 


« His former conduct gave no room for 


that ſuſpicion Mrs. Butler.” 


This lenient remark: of Mrs. Butler's, 


would have met with a ſharp rejoinder, if 
Lord Davenport had not prevented it, by 
aſking that gentleman if he were per- 
ſonally acquainted with Mr. H. 


1 No, my Lord, not in the leaſt.” 
Did you then, Sir, ſolicit from him 


any account of your nephew.“ 


Mr. Butler replied in the negative. 


Then (reſumed his Lordſhip) it ap- 


pears to me a piece of premeditated a 


* . 


* 
\ 
* 
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malice; a poor revenge perhaps for ſome 
unavoidable or unintentional affront. A 
friend, Sir, would ſcarcely have drawn the 
picture in ſo black a colouring, though 
urged to diſcloſe ſome diſagreeable facts; 
the defign is manifeſtly that of an enemy, 
_ of courſe to be regarded accordingly.” 


2 Mrs. Butler ſeemed by no means diſ- 
poſed to admit ſo candid a palliation of 
the caſe, though her huſband diſcovered 
ſomething of a more placable dif] poſition, 
however, the ſubject was dropped, and 
the following morning that anfiable . 
Nobleman happened. to meet with Mount- 
ford in the Park, as was mentioned i in the 

preceding chapter. e 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 


1 firſt pledge of Lord and Lady 


Davenports conjugal affection, be- 


ing (as before obſerved) a ſon, who by 
this time had nearly attained his fifth year, 
ſeveral debates had already paſſed at the 
Caſtle, between his Lordſhip and the Earl 
on the point of education, the former was 
for placing his favourite boy, young as 
indeed he was, at a public ſchool, che 
Earl ſtrongly oppoſed that meaſure, from. 
an opinion he had always entertained in 
favour of private tuition; * Are not, ( he. 


would ſay) the advantages of a liberal edus | 
cation to be procured by means of a, pro- 


per tutor at home.“ 
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a They unqueſtionably may, but as youth 
are known to make the moſt rapid ad- 
vances in ſtudy when animated by a ſpirit 
of emulation, our young pupil, my Lord, 
muſt neceſſarily be deſtitute of that ſpur 
WJ the en. you would re 


4 In truth, ſon, I do not approve that 
motive to improvement, J am not ſure 
that it does not „Wenn into the baſeſt 
of paſſions, envy ; but admitting there 
muſt be fome incentive to ſtudy, an in- 
genuous lad, who has been properly trained 
to filial love, will find his ambition ex- 
cited by the laudible view of obtaining his 
parents approbation, and thoſe little fa 
vours which their diſcretion will prompt 
them to bettow. 15 
17 Big: bo wyomr, ; 
But Rill, my Lord,-there are . 


bes to be — in a public ſchool, 
N uch 
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ſuch as that aſſured air and addreſs which 
are more deſirable than the ſheepiſh baſh- 
fulneſs a boy is apt to contract at home; 
beſides an opportunity of difcovering the 
various paſſions and diſpoſitions of human 
nature, which are here * without 
2 


« You have now touched on the very 
point on which turns my principal objec- 
tion. I grant that a public ſeminary is 
an epitome of the world, where mankind 
is ſeen in miniature; but do you expect 
your ſon ſhould have judgment ſufficient 
to condemn what is culpable in the cha- 

racters of his ſchool-fellows; is it not far 
more likely that he will adopt a general 
1 example, rather than ſeek out the ami- 
able qualities of a few; particularly as he 
may be accuſtomed to hear thoſe qualities, 
branded with the epithet of cowardice; 
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want, of ſpirit, &c. in ſhort as che im- 
provements of the heart are more eſti- 


mabie than thoſe of the head, a tender pa- 
| rent would be content with a tedious pro- 
| greſs in a child's attainments, rather than 


riſk the entire corruption of his moral 


faculties. Theſe conſiderations weighed 


fo powerfully both with myſelf and your 


excellent mother, that we determined on 
providing proper tutors for your Lordſhip 


at home, and 1 think the world has never 


condemned that conduct.” 


"Lind Davenport, if not convinced, had 
had fo much reſpect for his noble father, 
as to induce him at leaſt to acquieſce in his 
ſeheme, eſpecially as he found it had the ſanc- 
tion of his Lady's approbation, he had there- 
ore for ſome time been looking out for a 
perſon hoſe moral and intellectual qualifi- 


cations ſhould recommend him as a proper 


$12 5 | tutor 
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tutor for his ſon, when he accidentally diſco- 


vered Mountford. Havin g learned from that 
_ unfortunate young man, the particulars of 
his preſent ſituation, as well as an expla- 
nation of the ſtory which Mrs. Butler had 
found pleaſure in retailing, it inſtantly oc- 
curred to him, that he had now an op- 
portunity of providing eligibly for a young 
man of merit, by engaging him as private 
tutor to maſter Auguſtus. After men- 
tioning the ſcheme, my boy (continued 
| his Lordſhip) is yet too young for your 
inſtructions, but you ſhall go down with 
us to the Caſtle, Mountford, and wait ell 
he is fir to become your ** * 


The pellitenigh en es devel of 
this invitation were too intereſting to be 
rejected. Frederic took a ſlight ſurvey 
of his heart, and thought it was ſuffi- 
Ae iceled againſt any improper 
| remembrance 
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remembrance of Lady Davenport, to enable 
him to encounter the meaſure; he agreed 


therefore to accompany the family on 


their return to the country, after which 
they parted. Lord Davenport knowing 
that his lady had been accuſtomed to ſpeak 
of Mr. Mountford in terms of the higheſt 
reſpect, did · not doubt but this ſtep would 


be peculiarly agreeable to her; meditating 


a little ſurpriſe, he briefly told her that he 
had met with a perſon whom he thought 


infinitely capable of becoming the in- 


ſtructor of their dear boy. „Ile is 
young man of an excellent genius (ſaid his 
Lordſhip) improved by the advantages 


of literature and travel; but what I value 


more than theſe, is the goodneſs of his 
Heart, which ; think one of the beſt in the 
world. LEH 3 2545, . 
; 1 


1 not doube the ce &f ot your 


Lordſhip's 


: [ak 
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Lordſhip's penetration; but, however ac- 
compliſhed this perſon may be, ſurely, 
my dear Lord, Auguſtus has at preſent 
more occaſion for a nurſe than a tutor. 


« True, my love; and_though I made 
uſe of this pretext, yet, in fact, it was only 
an excuſe for aſſiſting a moſt unfortunate 
young gentleman, who at preſent is in 
very ineligible circumſtances, and I think 
would ſcarcely have accepted my good 
offices had they not been tendered in ſome 
ſuch mode; he will dine with us to- mor- 
row, and you will then be able to give an 


opinion of my choice.“ 


Benedicta replied that ſhe did not know 
which to admire moſt; either the bene- 
volence of his Lordſhip's temper, or the 
delicacy with which that benevolence was 


| always exerted ; he was about to call her 
a little 
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a little flatterer, when the arriv 1! of com- 
pany: put an end to the converſation.” 


The next day, agreeable to 1ppointment, 
Frederic arrived in St. James's-ſquare. 
As he had had- ſufficient time for collect- 
ing as much aſſurance as was neceſſary for 
the occaſion, his behaviour when uſnered 
into the preſence of Lady Davenport had 
nothing in it, of aukward embarraſſment, 
he approached her with an air of modeſt 
reſpect, and we verily believe with as 
much philoſophy as if he had never known 
her any other than the wife of Lord Da- 
venport. The caſe was ſomewhat differ- 
ent on the part of her Ladyſhip, who 
little ſuſpecting that the perſon his Lord- 
ſhip had ſeleRed was her quondam friend, 
felt he ſelf quite diſconcerted at ſo unex- 
pected an interview, while her Lord en- 

jbyed the effect of a ſurprize, which was 
1 - the 
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the conſequence of his plan. In a few mi- 
nutes however ſhe was able to defire, him 
to be ſeated, with all the tranquility of 
good breeding, though there was ſome- 
thing of penſiveneſs in her air during the 
whole time of dinner, and as ſoon as the 
wine came on the table ſhe retired to her 
dreſſing room, where ſhe deliberated with 
great ſeriouſneſs on the preſent poſture ofat- 
fairs: that Mountford ſhould become oneof 
the family, and that not for a tranſient | 
viſit, but probable for ſome years, was a 
circumſtance extremely alarming to her > 
delicacy; ſhe was at a loſs alfo to account 2 
for his conduct in accepting ſuch an en- 
gagement; ſhe knew the rectitude of his i . 
principles, and therefore could not ſup- N 
poſe he had been influenced by any un- 
worthy motive; it was probable nothing | 
but the moſt unfortunate. circumſtances 


would have induced: bim to acquieſce in 
ſuch 
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fuch a meaſure, which certainly had much 
of temerity in it. The nature of thoſe fen- 
timents ſhe retained for Lord Davenport 
left her nothing to dread on her own part, 
neither could ſhe apprehend any thing 
u handſome on that of Frederic ; but ſtill 
there was ſomething in the affair indeli- 
cate and 1 Improper, and ſhe thought it in- 
cumbent on her to oppoſe the meaſure ; 
but then on the other hand, ſuch an op- 
poſition, as ſhe could not frankly ſtate her 
objections, would ſubject his Lordſhip to 
much conjecture, and alſo deprive an un- 
Fortunate and worthy young man of an 
eligible mode of ſubſiſtence; upon the 
whole then, as the inconveniences ſhe 
feared might be chimerical, ſhe thought | 
it moſt prudent to appear entirely ac- 
quieſcent with her Lord's intentions, 

truſting to the purity of her own heart 
for the continuance of that tranquility 
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ſhe had hitherto en njoyed in the conjugat 5 
e 85 5 | 


* ſoon therefore as the Parliament 
broke up, Mountford accompanied Lord 
and Lady Davenport to their country ſeat, 
where they were received with raptures by 
the good Earl, and a thoufand artleſs 
careſſes by their two children, the worthy 
old Peer having been apprized of Mount- 
ford's arrival, received him in the moſt 
polite and friendly manner, nor was it 
long before his modeſty, good ſenſe, and 
Fwectneſs of manners, entirely won him that 
Nobleman's eſteem, who ever afterwards 
expreſſed peculiar ſatisfaction in his | 
ſociety — this circumſtance, together with N 
the friendſhip of Lord Davenport, and 
the obliging demeanour of his Lady, could 
not but render his fituation at the Caſtle 
as agreeable as he could poſſibly defire, 

eſ nn 
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eſpecially as his honeft ſoul was ſo mock 
A ſtranger to every ſelfiſh or envious. ſen= 
ſation, as cordially to rejoice in the felicity 
Which thatamiable pairapparently enjoyed 
Vith each other. The tender age, or rather 
infancy of his pupil, convinced him that 
: Lord Davenport, 1 in appointing him to the 
olfice of tutor to his ſon, was moved more 
by a benevolent deſign of alleviating the 


dlaiſtreſſes of his ſituation, than by any view 


of immediate uſefulneſs in that appoint- 
ment, which for ſome could be norhing 
more than nominal, and this confideration 
Inſpired him with, the livelieft, gratitude 
1-- towards that generous benefactor, ſo that 
0 in fact had 10 the fervor of his former 
paſſion, for Lady Davenport been long 
ince ſuppreſſed by the efforts of reaſon 
and. honour, he would have bluſhed to 
have- been conſcious of any ſentiment 


inimical to the obligations he conceived 
eminently | 
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eminently due to kits Lordſhip. Such 
being the preſent diſpoſition of his mind, 
he found his reſidence i in the family truly 
agreeable, and he partook in all their va- 
rious amuſements with a fraternal ſpirit ; 
| honoured by the conſtant friendſhip and 
_ eſteem of his noble patrons, he could only 
find his own happineſs in theirs. 
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« | HERE. are ial which virtue 
itſelf would do well to avoid; 4 


* 


it is a ſentiment 0 which We moſt heartily 
ſubſcribe, Showgh. it was long fince ex- 


Preſſed * another pane the paſſions are 
the 
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& the moſt reſtleſs diſturbers of- human 
| happineſs, and the wiſe in all ages have 
þ been convinced, that there are no foes ſo 
dangerous to man as thoſe within his 


own breaſt. _ 


Frederic, on his furt arrival at khe caſtle, 
had written a letter to his old friend Dr. 
Curtis, in which, after giving a faithful 
account of paſt occurrences, he warmly 

expatiated on his preſ ent good fortune, in 
having found an aſylum from his misfor- 
tunes in the patronage of Lord Davenport; 
that worthy gentleman in reply tenderly 
 reprehended him for not having made him 
acquainted with his former diſtreſſes; 
congratulated him on the happy change of 
his affairs, and then went on in the fol- 
loving manner: eit: ett Foy 


þ x * _—_ — * 
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before you ventured to accept a ſituation, 
which I think a young man in your Cir- 
cumſtances ſhould hardly have dared to 

truſt himſelf in; however, I do not mean 
to reprove you, your affairs were deſpe- 
rate, and I am certain you relyed much 
on the rectitude and | ſtrength of your own 
mind; but, my friend, many an honeſt 
man has done ſo before you, and in the 
event been convinced that nothing in na- 
ture is ſo deceitful as the human heart. 
1 ſay not this to diſcourage but rather to 
put you on your guard againſt that. formi- 
dable traytor; there are certain ſymptoms 
by which you may diſcover when a re- 
bellion is forming againſt the ſupreme 
power of reaſon and virtue; for inſtance, 
ſhould you ever feel a ſort of pain in re- 
flecting on the happineſs your worthy, be- 
nefactor enjoys in the marriage ſtate; or 
thould vou be diſpoſed to , that 
a ++ 7875-"3..95 29 
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fortune had not provided it for yourſelf, 


rather than him; whenever you ſhall be 


conſcious of any emotions of this kind, 


depend on it all is not right within; in this 
caſe you have nothing to do but to fly; 


ſhould 80 ſtay to parley with the ſoe you 
are | Frederic peruſed theſe friendly 
| injunctions with attention, but as he ſaw 


no immediate cauſe to apprehend the 


intimated, he carefully locked the letter in 
3 thing of the advice it contained, till the 
ee 

He had now been feveral months at the 


vas not yet capable of being initiat- 
ed into the facred walks of learning, 
1 Was nevertheleſs qualified for being a 
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=. moſt 


danger which his venerable friend had 
his eſcritoir, and we believe thought no- 


following incident convinced him of i Its 


cite, and though the young Auguſtus 


rer ro 


moſt pleaſing companion to his tutor, who 
delighted iri his innocent prattle, and 'en- 
deavoured by all means to ingratiate him- 
{elf in the affections of that lovely boy ; 
in this he ſucceeded fo well, that the child 


Was never ſo happy as in his company. 


One day as he was amuſing himſelf with 


the terreſtrial globe in Mountford's apart- 


ments, Lady Davenport's woman came to 


lead him to his mother; the girl, as ſhe 
went out of the room, dropped an etweecaſe, 
which Mountford taking up knew, it to 
be the ſame which he had formerly pre- 
ſented to Benedicta as a little preſent from 
Bath. As he was attentively looking at 
it, and perhaps recalling that time when 
he enjoyed the pleaſing ſenſation of love, . 


without being ſenſible of the pain it too 


often brings with it, the young woman 
came back evidently alarmed, and ſeeing 
the caſe which ſhe was in ſearch of in his 

Vol. II. F.. - -. u 
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hand, exclaimed; * La, Sir, I have Been 


frightened to death about that fooliſh 
ching; I was afraid I had loſt it.” 


« Andif you had, Mrs. Jenny . the loſs 


I ſuppoſe could not have been of very 


great conſequence.” 


* You are reiſtaken, Sir; for it is my 
lady's caſe, and I only took a bodkin 
out of it; and I am ſure if it had not 
been found ſhe would never have forgiven 


me.“ 


Is it poſſible (ſaid Mountford, with 


ſome emotion) that her ladyſhip can va- 


lue that poor bauble?” 


« Value it; I believe ſhe does, and 
highly too, though I cannot imagine for | 
What, unleſs it be to * for ſomebody's | 


ſake.; 
+I 


pl 


A 
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1 ſweetheart perhaps; but I cannot 


tell; I am glad however e it is not loſt.” 


2 The young 9 a with 


a curtſey tripped haſtily out of the room} 
leaving poor Frederic in a ſtrange ſort of 
cogitation ; that Lady Davenport ſhould 


manifeſt ſo particular a regard for a thing 


by no means valuable in itſelf, ſeemed to 
imply ſomething of good will to the 
donor; the concluſion whether right or 
Wrong was too enchanting to be cooly re- 
linquiſhed. And in truth he was ſo far 


from attempting it, that he indulged with 
tranſport on the idea, and certainly felt a 
pleaſure he had never experienced before; 
nor is it to be wondered at that ſuch a ſen. 


{ation ſhould find a ready reception in one 


x of the beſt and pureſt of human hearts, 


ſince in its preſent ſtate there was nothing” 
inimical to the felicity of Lord Davenport, 
12 nothing 
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nothing derogatory to the honour of 
his lady; it was ſimply a ſelf-congratula- 
tion on the probability of being regarded 


| with ſor 
loved object; a ſentiment ſo very plau- 


e degree of tenderneſs by a be- 


. . fible, and which diſcovered nothing to 
| alarm the moſt rigid honour, not only 
found admiſſion to the breaſt of Mount- 

ford; but was eagerly entertained there as 

a ſource of the moſt refined fatisfaction ; 


the feeling he was perſuaded was purely 
- Platonic, and as ſuch might be indulged 
without the remoteſt degree of criminality. | 
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Hitherto Mountford had been accuſ- 
tomed to look on wealth with a truly phi- 
loſophic eye; often when at the peace 
dwelling of Dr. Curtis, he would exclaim 
in the complacency of his ſoul: « What 
are thoſe gifts. of fortune which mankind 

1X] 099,10! obtain; do they beſtow 
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happineſs, or can they preſerve at. 1 1 
quired; no, I am convinced they are. of 
no account in the catalogue of real, bleſ= 
ſings, fince we ſee them indiſcriminately 
ſhowered on the moſt worthleſs of our 
ſpecies. But his opinion in this reſpect 
ſeemed now to have undergone ſome 
change; he would often reflect with cha- 
grin on the cruel partiality of fortune? 
which by depriving himſelf of thoſe ad- 
vantages ſo profuſely laviſhed on others, 
had prevented him the enjoyment of the 
only felicity on earth; for he had now 
brought himſelf to be perſuaded, that had 
his fortune been equal to Lord Daven- 
port's, the lovely Benedicta had been his 
own; if therefore he did not abſolutely 
with his lordſhip” s happineſs, leſs than it 
was, he could ſcarcely forbear to, conſider 
him as a fortunate uſurper of that feli- 
city, which, but for the difference of. 

13 circumſtances 
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_ circumſtances, would have been his right ; 


mis train of thinking at laſt produced a 


kind of dejection in his air, which was ob- 
vious to the whole family, but nobody 
obſerved 1t with more concern than did 
Lady Davenport herſelf, who by this time 


was ſo wall fatisfied with the propriety of 


Mountford's conduct, that ſhe really re- 
jotced in the friendſhip which both the 
Earl and her Lord daily teſtified towards 
him, and conſequ ently in thoſe advantages 
of fituation which reſulted to him thereby. 


One fine ſummer evening as they had 


been drinking tea in an alcove in the gar- 
A den, Lord Davenport was ſuddenly called 
away on ſome bufineſs, and as the Far! 


had not that afternoon been of the party, 
Frederic was left alone with her ladyſhip. 
The ſun was now ſunk behind the hills, 
and the moon riſing in the oppoſite 
4.5 1: x Fae ed RY horizon, 
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horizon, ſhed a pleaſing luſtre on the 


woods and groves, all nature was ſerene 
and tended to inſpire ſerious thoughts, 


they were filent for ſome minutes, at length 
Lady Davenport contemplating the ſcene 
around, obſerved that a hanging wood 
then in their view, very much reſem- 
bled one at Butler-place, where, continued 
ſhe, „We uſed ſo often to walk;” this 
was inadvertenly touching a very tender 
chord. Frederic, without replying heaved 
a profound figh, which her ladyſhip ob- 

ſerving, took that occaſion to remark on 
that dejection which ſhe had of late diſ- | 
covered. © My good Mounttord ſaid 

ſhe) what is the reaſon of that melan- 
choly air of your's which gives ſo ſenſible 
a concern both to my Lord and me, ac- 
quaint me with the cauſe of your diſtreſs, 
and depend on receiving from me the 
tender ſympathy of a ſiſter.” — 
WS. Her 
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Her Ladyſhip's hand lay careleſsly on 
the table, Frederic at that moment regard- 
leſs of every thing but the ardour of his 
feelings, inſtantly ſeized it, kiſſed it, and 
preſſed it to his heart; * it is here, (cried 
5 he,) with plaintive emotion; it is here the 
malady is ſeated, and death only can be 
| my cure.” The paſſionate exclamation 
was too well underſtood, a tear ſtole into 
her Ladyſhip' s eye, and i in the pity which 
her boſom felt, ſhe forgot to draw back 
the hand which he ſtill held. Did virtue 
here make a pauſe? No ſurely ; nothing 


like i it, but at that moment a tender recol- 


lection of the paſt inſpired her Lady- 


ſt ip with the moſt compaſſionate feelings. 
Lord Davenport ap pearing, ſhe haſtily 
ran, ard locking her arm in his, retired to 
toe houſe. Socn after ſhe withdrew to 
her cloſet, where reflecting on the inci- 
dent of the evening, ſhe felt with horror 
| her 
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her prudence alarmed, and the purity of 
| her ſoul was ſhocked ; upon the. whole, 
- ſhe was convinced that Mountford muſt no 
longer be entertained as one of the family, 
how yet to act in ſo delicate a conjuncture 
ſhe could not tell, his removal from the 
| Caſtle was abſolutely neceſſary, but how to 
effect it without injuring him, or confeſſing 
her reaſons to his Lordſhip, was a, point 
which very much. perplexed her; at.laſt 
ſhe” determined on applying to Mountford 
himſelf, in the rectitude of whoſe prin- 
ciples, notwithſtanding the weakneſs of a 
recent moment, ſhe had great confidence, 
and for this purpoſe 1ndit Wn the following 
laconic billet. 5 i 444 Eoin 
3 14660} eee 
Lou cannot but be convinced, that 
your reſidence at the Caſtle is now 


become highly 1mproper, vou Will do 


well 


„ BENEDICT A. 


well to quit it, and may _— at- 
tend rs | 


ie! 5 note ſhe carefully locked up in her 
| bureau, intending to get it conveyed to 
him the next morning, for ſhe was pe- 
remptorily reſolved to be no more alone 
with a perſon whoſe very fighs had a fatal 
tendency; but ſhe needed not to have per- 
| plexed herſelf on this point, for Mount- 
ford was no ſooner alone, than he bluſhed 
at the conduct which he had involuntarily 
| betrayed, he was as one awakened from a 
delufive dream, the train of meditations 
which of late had occupied his mind ap- 
peared to him in a high degree of crimi- 
nality, he was convinced that the advice 
contained in Dr. Curtis's letter ought much 
ſooner to have been attended to; how- 
ever, it was not yet too late to fly, and that 
he was firmly reſolved on doing, although 
| the 
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the conſequences might be productive of 
indigence, and every ſpecies of pecuniary 

diſtreſs. * 


The next morning, juſt as Lady Daven- 


port was preparing to leave her drefling 
room, his Lordſhip came in, and with an | 
air of ſurpriſe, © my dear Benedicta, (ſaid 


he, 11 have diſagreeable news to tell you, 
Mountford is about to leave us. 


"9 How my Lord?” 


He has juſt told me his intention, at 


which I am both grieved and ſurprized, 


for the friendſhip I have for him, makes 


me ſincerely anxious for his welfare; we 
muſt prevent this capricious, and certainly 
imprudent meaſure my love.” 


E 
"oF: 
— 


* 
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By no means, let him purſue his in- 
tention, eſpecially as perhaps Your Lord- 
ſhip may be able to aſſiſt him in his future 


plan; your "_ does he intend to do?” 

He Las n | "uy the Eaſt "AR 
now I believe I have intereſt with ſome of 

the Directors of that Company, and as 

you obſerve, may probably procure him 
ſome advantages. If he determines to go, 
I Quill endeavour to eſtabliſh him in an 
. eligible department. ——— 


Purſuant to this friendly ſcheme, his 


* l up immediately diſpatched letters 
i to town « on the buſineſs, which ſucceeded 


'fo happily, that he had a rational expec- 
tation of a comfortable eſtabliſhment for 
his friend ; it only remained that he ſhould 
be accommodated with a ſum of money 


ſiufficient for the exigencies of ſuch an 
3 5 5 Ls | undertaking, 


DE CE ee 
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undertaking, but here the benevolent no- 
bleman found an obſtinate impediment 
to his generous deſign. Frederic peremp- 
torily refuſed to accept a ſingle ſhilling: 
« No, my Lord, (ſaid he,) the obligations 
already conferred are greater than 1 have | 
merited. As he ſpoke this a flood of 
tears guſhed from his eyes, which his 
| Lordſhip interpreted as the marks of re- 
gret at quitting the family, but in fact 
they were the effuſions of an ingenuous 
heart, ſeverely upbraiding itſelf for having 
dared to indulge a feeling, derogatory to 
the friendſhip and gratitude he owed that 


moſt generous benefactor. 


On the morning fixed for his departure, 
Lady Davenport thought it beſt rather to | 
feign a flight indiſpoſition, as a pretext 
for remaining in her chamber, than expoſe 
herſelf to the diſagreeable circumſtances 
=: 
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of a parting interview ; nor did Mountford 
in reality deſire one, having taken leave 
of the Earl on the preceding evening, he 
embraced his Lordſhip, who, mingled 
tears with his, then uttering a fervent 
prayer for his felicity, tore himſelf, from 
the Caſtle in an agitation of mind ſcarcely 
to be conceived, but it was the triumph 
: of virtue, and © a thouſand liveried angels 
wait thee,” Mountford, to ſoothe the 
throbbings of thy honeſt heart. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XXVE. 


2 * 


I EING now about to quit England 
D for ever, he thought it incumbent 
on him in point of duty and reſpect, to 
pay one more viſit to his uncle, who he 
underſtood was then at Butler-place ; he 
therefore purſued his way thither, but on 
| his arrival found the family in hourly ex- 
pectation of Mrs. Butler's deceaſe, who. 
was given over by the phyſicians; not 
that theſe apprehenſions had any thing in 
them very inſupportable, as her pride and 
petulance had rather retarded than con- 
ciliated the affections of her ſervants. 
e Mrz 


. 5 % 1 2 


184 BENE DIC ITA. 


Mr. Butler, indeed, manifeſted that de- 
cent concern, which was rather the effect 


of a benign temper, than- any paſſionate 
regard he had for his lady, whoſe intole- 
rable hum$ur had rendered to him the 
yoke of Hymen ſomewhat unpleaſant. 
He received his nephew with a good deal 
of cordiality, and on being acquainted 
with his intention replied, the ſcheme 
requires more deliberation than I have lei- 
ſure at pref ent to beſtow. You muſt not leave 
me, till the event of Mrs. Butler's illneſs 
ſhall be known, after which we will think 
farther on this affair. _ 


In compliance with this requeſt, Mount- 
| ford readily poſtponed his Journey to the 
apiral, and on the fourth day after his 
arrival at Butler-Place, he ſaw his uncle 
releaſed from his matrimonial tie by the 


death of his viſe who after a life of vanity 


>» F 
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and a folly; unmarked by a fingle trait of 
beneficence, or an hour of true felicity, 


died really regretted by none; ſhe was 


however conveyed to her laſt abode in the 


ſame ſtyle of faſtidious pomp which had 


marked her character when living, but 


though her huſband cauſed a moſt ſuperb 
monument to be erected to her memory, 
yet was the humble mound of ſocial virtue, 


1 though bounded only by oſiers, and wa- 
tered by the heart-tranſ] mitted tear, a = 


N 


more noble mauſoleum. 


As ſoon as the funeral obſequies were 


performed, Mr. Butler finding himſelf in 
full poſſeſſion of an ample fortune, and at 
liberty to exert the natural feeling of an 
amiable temper, began ſeriouſly to diſ- 


approve of Frederic's ſcheme, or in other 


words to conſider him as a perſon whoſe 


ſociety would prove entirely agreeable, and 


whoſe 


4 4 5 3, 
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whoſe merit would one-day do honour to 
the wealth he poſſeſſed; in fine, he not 
only refuſed his conſent to his embarkation 
for the Indies, but informed him, that he 
was now reſolved to atone for all paſt neg- 
lect, by adopting him as the ſole heir of 
all his real and perſonal eſtates; « I ought 
(ſaid he) to have done juſtice to your 


merit long agone; though, perhaps, the 
reaſon that 1 did not, will ſcarcely be 
conſidered as an extenuation of the fault; 
3 however, I will make what reparation 1 
can, and I am convinced your accom- 
pPlwkwiſhments will juſtify every regard I can 
poſſibly ſhew you, and indeed do honour 
to the fortune of which you are henceforth 
to eſteem yourſelf the undoubted heir.“ 


So advantageous a turn of affairs might 

have been expected to elevate the mind 
of a ſpirited young man, but ſuch in 
reality tt 
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reality was nor the caſe with poor Mount= 
ford ; the good fortune which now at- 
tended him, arrived at a period when 
thoſe vivid pictures which young minds 
are apt to draw of life, were ſhaded by 


diſappointment it came too late to ſerve 


his more tender intereſt, and as for the 
world at large, the knowledge he had ac- 
qui red of it could. only create diſguſt; 
the preſent ſituation. of his mind was not 
adapted to the ſober ſcheme of domeſtic 
quiet, and we queſtion whether the iti- 
nerant plan he had lately mediated, would 
not have ſuited with it much better than 
a ſtationary reſi dence even. in the nn. 
of affluence ; however he was not ſo im- 
prudent as to reject the favours of his 
uncle, and the moderation with which he 
received them, threw a new luſtre on his : 
character. The good Dr. Curtis ſincerely 


: 9 in | fo happy a change in- the 
fortune 


„ 
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fortune of his young friend, on expreſſ ng 
his pleaſure on that ſubject, Frederic re- 
plied, with an air of diſſatisfaction, that 


-_ . je him much concern, „Alas! my 


dear Sir, the circumſtance which ſeems 
to delight you, affects me but coolly ; I 


have no uſe for wealth.” 


_ . 


|: dow 15 wa ERIN 


Lo Ane I; am not in a diſpoſition to 
enjoy Kt.” 


oF: Nor v was it given for your-enjoyment 


alone, young gentleman : if conſidered in 


ſio ſelfiſh a view, I believe, indeed, that it ; 


_- would be incapable of affording you ſolid 


happineſs. - You are only. appointed the 
truſtee of a fund committed to your 


hands, not for your own ſole uſe, but to 


be diſtributed to the rightful claimants, 
el chin Ty = 
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the en of diſtreſs; and you may; and 
ought to find, abundant pleaſure in the 


diſcharge of ſuch an office.” 

True, (replied Mountford in the lan- 
guage of Belcour) I am the oftspring of 
misfortune, and therefore, while I have 
hands, I Will ſtretch them out to the 


unfortunate. 8 


He now made i it his buſineſs to acquaint 
is good friends at the Caſtle, with the 


late unexpected train of events, an infor- 
mation which would have afforded them 


the livelieſt joy, had the poſture of affairs 
in that noble family left them at liberty 
to taſte that ſenſation; but all here was 
now a melancholy picture of the deepeſt 
diſtreſs, and the moſt unaffected ſorrow-w: 
the fatal occaſion of which ſhall be is FE, 


Ie of another Fees 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


FE” ER eager to oblige the wife h, 
3 adored, Lord Davenport had lately 
' Preſented his lady with an elegant phæ- 
ton, built entirely on a new conſtruction. 
1 3 were one morning taking an airing 
in it, drawn by a pair of beautiful horſes; 
the animals were young and ſpirited; no 
danger, however, was apprehended from 
chat circumſtance, as his Lordſhip was 
known 
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known to drive with incomparable Kill: 
moſt unfortunately, as he was engaged i in 
ſome tender attentions to his beloved com- 
panion, the horſes felt a relaxation of the 
reins, and immediately ſat off with an im- 
petuoſity which he was no longer able to 
reſtrain the carriage was overturned, and 
broken in a thouſand pieces: would we could 
ſay that no more dreadful conſequences 
enſued. Her ladyſhip, indeed, was taken 
up unhurt, but it was only to behold a diſ- 

treſſing ſpectacle the beſt and tendereſt 
of huſbands, apparently in the arms of 
death: the blow which he had received 
was mortal, but not inſtantly ſo. His 
Lordſhip was conveyed ſpeechleſs to bed; 
from which ſtate of inſenfibility he, how- 
ever, was in a few hours recovered ſo far, 
as to be able to take a laſt, a tender fare- 
well of a wife he adored—of a father 
en e loved and honoured. Calling 
* ; 
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for a pen and paper, he deſired to be left 


alone for a few moments: then again ſum- 


moning both into his preſence, he took 
the trembling hand of His lady, and pre- 
ſented her with the paper which he had juſt 
written and ſealed: 
E,.my beloved Benedicta, contains my laſt 
vill; not indeed a diſpoſal of pecuniary af- 
fairs, (that Thavenot till now neglected,) but 
in it you will ſee the earneſt deſire of my 
ſoul. The ſolemnity of thoſe moments, 
in which that deſire is expreſt, will, I 
am aſſured, give it all the weight I with. 


«. This,“ ſaid he, 


But, my beſt love, I deliver you this pa- 


per, under a ſolemn injunction not to 
open it before the expiration of a year 
from my deceaſe.” | 1 f1-ef 


. joked a eee bedewed with tears 
her Ladyſhip received the awful depoſit. 
ſpect ; then 
dropping 


=. 5 kiſſed It with ineffable re 


be 
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3roppinn on her knees by the bedſide, 9 
receive it,” ſaid ſhe," as the moſt ſo- 
lemn obligation : whatever be the con- 
tents, it is ſufficient for me to know it is 
the deſtre of the beſt of huſbands, the no- 
bleſt, tendereſt, and moſt generous of 
men: and here, my deareſt Lord, I pro- 
miſc implicit obedience, as far as it ſnal ; 


be in my power to perform.” 


c Enough,” returned he, * die ſatis- 
' fied. But where is my poor afflicted fa- 
ther? Let me ſee him alſo, and then 


The Earl, in an agony of grief, was on 
the other fide of the bed. He drew aſide 
the curtain, but his quivering lips could 
only utter My ſon, my dear ſon!” 
His Lordſhip took the cold hand of his 
aged father and joined it with that of hi I 
wife: « Comfort,” reſumed he, cc comfort . 

You. II. . 


each 
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each other. My Benedicta, this is 
your true father; and here, my Lord, is 


the beſt and tendereſt of daughters. Do 
not regret my deſtiny, I have lived long 
enough, if the value of life be more pro- 


perly eſtimated by the happineſs rather 
than the years we enjoy. I have had more 


than my ſhare of earthly comforts ; this 
8 6 this beſt of women has rendered 
me moſt truly bleſt. | 


Oh, my deareſt Lord,” cried ſhe, 

preſſing his pale hand to her lips, and in 
a voice half choaked by riſing ſobs, « 1 
have much to aſk forgiveneſs for ; many 
I fear have been my inadvertances.” 


« None, none,” he reſumed; © your 


- virtues, and the amiable ſweetneſs of your 


temper, have ſhone unrivalled. I thank 


you, my beſt love, with my lateſt breath, 
= 


— 
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for all the tenderneſs with which you have 


returned my faithful love. Our children 
But why ſhould I waſte thoſe moments 
in recommending them to the affection of 


the beſt of mothers? In their riſing vir- 


tues may you find the juſt reward of your 


own goodneſs! The ſorrows of my poor 
father I know will be ſoftened by your 


pious cares; and he will ys 


Here his Lordſhip ſunk exhauſted on 


his pillow, the hand of death preſſed on 


his cloſing eye-lids; he could only ex- 


tend a dy ing hand to each of thoſe beloved 


objects. The Earl, overcome by his 


emotions, ſunk down on the bed of his 
| departing ſon. In broken accents he cried 


— « Why have 1 lived to ſee this day? 


My fon, my dear ſon, I feel I ſhall not 
long ſurvive thee; this n ſtroke 


2 » 
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will ſnap the thread of life, which age has 


N , rendered feeble.” 8 


ic e by the pathetic exclamations, 


nature again aſſayed to rally her diſſipated | 
powers. His Lordſhip, once more lift- 
ing his head from the pillow, caſt an ex- 
preſſive look on his agonizing father I 
truſt not ſo,” ſaid he; live, my father, 


if poſſible, for the ſake of a wife dear to 
my my ſoul, and for the ſake of the ſweet 


pledges of our conjugal affection. A con- 
ſolation of the pureſt kind awaits you; it 
is now, my Lord, you reap the reward 2 
your paternal cares in the cultivation of 
my youthful mind. By an early i initiation 


into the knowledge of every moral and 


religious duty, you have enabled me to live 
happily—to die gloriouſly. Yes,” conti- 
nued he, while a ſweet gleam of tranſport 


animated his pale © countenance, © the 


doors 
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doors of futurity opens to my view the 
moſt extatic proſpect. Call not my life 
ſhort, or my death untimely; think rather 
I am favoured with an early admiſſion 
to that ſtate of being, wherein the foul can 
only taſte thoſe exalted pleaſures which 
are ſuited to her high capacity.” _ 


Here he pauſed again, evidently op- 
preſſed by emotions too ardent for the 
mortal vehicle to ſupport. Nature had 
exhauſted her utmoſt powers, ſhe could 
no more; he gently compoſed himſelf 
on his pillow, and ſoon after cloſed his 
eyes for ever : : but it was with that ſera- 
phic ſmile, which demonſtrated a triumph 


over death. 


_- Soon after this melancholy event, Lady 
Davenport, perceiving that the preſence of 
her children never failed to renew the exceſ- 
five ſorrow of the good Earl, reſolved to 

K 3 | remove. 
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remove them to a ſmall manſion, about a 


quarter of a mile from the Caſtle. It was 
a building which her late Lord had erec- 


ed, in the centre of a beautiful wood, 
and called it the Temple of Solitude. It 


contained about four rooms on a floor, and 


Was furniſhed with a good library, a pair 


of globes, an excellent organ, with ſeveral 
other muſical inſtruments, and, in ſhort, 
every thing adapted to liberal ſtudy or 
- contemplative retirement. A river, well 


ſtocked with fiſh, glided at the diſtance 


of a few paces from the hou ſe, ſhaded on 


with an infinite number of ſmall birds, 3 


while the rooks, and other birds, which 


inhabited the tall and venerable trees, 


completed a concert inexpreſſibly pleaſ- 


ing. In this ſweetly rural retreat, Lord 
and Lady Davenport would often take a 
breakfaſt, a woman ſervant reſiding in the 


houſe 


either ſide with romantic buſhes, filled 
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houſe, in order to provide for thei recep- 
tion; and here indeed they paſſed many 


hours, in a ſeries of elegant and fatisfac- 


tory amuſements. In removing her little 


family to this place, her Lady ſhip ſought 


alſo the gratification of her moſt tender 
feelings. She was a ſincere mourner of 
her late amiable huſband ; but her grief 
was of that kind, which loved to feaſt it= 


| ſelf on his memory, and delighted in every 


ſcene which tended to recal it. Here 


then ſhe was at liberty to indulge that 
penſive ſorrow, which at the Caſtle ſhe 


was obliged to reſtrain, from her appre- 


henſions of augmenting the diſtreſs of 


Lord S——, She would paſs whole hours 
on the banks of the river, where her dear 
Lord uſed to angle, and mingle her ſighs 
with the favning zephirs, or her tears with 
the filver ſtream. She delighted in play- 


ing thoſe pieces on her harpſichord which 


„ he 
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he was fond of, and in the library would 
fit in the chair in which he was generally 
ſeated, and read thoſe books which he 
_ uſed to be beſt pleaſed with. In theſe af. 
fectionate acts her boſom felt the luxury of 
tender ſorrow, nor would ſhe-have reſigned 
theſe ineffable emotions for all the faſ- 
tidious enjoyments of what the world calls 
pleaſure. Not that ſhe ſuffered the indul- 
_ gence even of ſuch amiable and laudable 
feelings to interrupt her diſcharge of ſocial 
obligations. Her pious attentions to the 
good Earl were more than ever conſpicu- 
ous, as her duteous cares were directed to 
Tooth his ſorrows, and compoſe his af- 
flicted mind. She conſtantly dined with 
him, beſides which, paid him ſeveral vi- 
fits in the courſe of the day, and at length 
had the ſatisfaction of finding the violence 
of his grief ſubſide into the placid ſenti= 
ment of Chriſtian reſignation. 


— 


It was now that Lady Davenport obtain | 


ed the favour of a viſit, which ſhe had 
often ſolicited in vain. Mrs. Barclay, 
who, during the period in which her va- 
lued friend had enjoyed, in the ſociety of 
the beſt of huſbands, every apparent feli- 


city, would never be prevailed on to abſent 


her ſelf from thoſe daily occaſions of erert. 


ing her benevolence, which her reſidence 
near the capital preſented; but no ſooner 


vas ſhe informed, that Lady Davenport's 
 Hituation now required the ſympathifing 


aid of friendſhip, than ſhe haſtened to of- 
ter her, in perſon, thoſe arguments, which 
reaſon ſuggeſted, for compoſing her mind 
under adiſtreſſing difpenſation. The com- 
pany of this good lady was a ſenſible plea- 
ſure to Benedicta, and of peculiar advan- 
tage alſo to the Earl, who was as much 


pleaſed with the cheerfulneſs and good 


ſenſe 
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. ſenſe of her converſation, as he before had 
- been charmed with her character. 


le this time alſo Miſs Curtis paid a 
viſit to her Ladyſhip, who having ever 
retained a fincere regard for that good 
girl, conſidered her company as a defira- 
ble acquiſition. We will, therefore, leave 
this worthy fociety, juſt to take a view of 

15 the tranſactions at Butler-Place, whither 


the reader, if not by this time fufficient! y 
tired, may * us. 
i CHAP. 
' 23 as p 
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means adequate to the grandeur and extent 
of his views, he ſagaciouſly ſeeks to re- 
medy that defect in his charter, by endea- 
vouring to live in his ſucceſſors, and by 
perpetuating his title or his name, de- 


viſes a ſcheme of concealing, as much as 
poſſible, the mortifying . circumſtance of ; 


his 


® this terreſtrial ball, being by no 
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his own mortality. From ſome ſuch mo- 


tive, perhaps it was, that Mr. Butler, in 


drawing up his will, bequeathed his whole 
fortune to his nephew, on the expreſs con- 
dition of his taking the name of Butler: 
on the ſame principle, probably, he was 
alſo extremely anxious. to ſee that young 
gentleman united in the conjugal bond. 


Having caſt his eye on ſeveral wealthy 


families for that purpoſe, he fixed on a 


young lady, who was the ſole heireſs of a 


moſt ſplendid fortune, and great eſtates. 
Such a match would abundantly have gra- 


tified his warmeſt views; and, as the lady 
was by no means diſagreeable in her per- 


ſon, he had no doubt of ſeeing it accom- 
pliſhed. But, on opening his mind to 
Mountford on the ſubject, he was ſur- 
prized at ſeeing him turn pale as aſhes, 


when he rather expected the propoſal 
| would have been received with avidity.. 


_-« You cannot * think, mak 11 ob- 
* ions, ad ſaid he. 
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Not to this ions bete Sir, EE 4 


as I have not the honour of being mne 
ed with Miſs Curzon.” 


c * 
„ 


* * N 
» 


1 vou have no averſion to matrimony, 
I preſ ume? * 


"on" 1 revere the fate: but whatever fell 
city it may be capable of affording i in ſome. 
inſtances, I doubt, Sir, it could le none 
for me: — | 
„ Your affections N are poſſibly?) en- 
gaged! 295 


Mountford's ale fluſhed a Pies 1 
let at that ſuggeſtion, which Mr. Butler 
taking as a tacit aeknowledgment, thus 

e 1 ſee this: is the caſe: but, 

comes 
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come, nephew, be candid, and let me 
know the object of this attachment.” 


Have the goodneſs, my dear Sir, to 
"ſpare me on a point which could be pro- 
ductive of no ſatisfaction to you. I hope 
ever to manifeſt that gratitude which your 

bounty to me demands; but do not urge 
me to enter on a ſtate, in which I muſt 
be utterly diſqualified either of conferring 
happineſs, or receiving it.” 


Mr. Butler, ſomewhat affected by the 
warmth of this reply, forbore to ſay any 
thing farther on the ſubject at that time. 
He was convinced that his nephews af- 
fections were engaged; and though he 
could not but be delighted with the 
ſcheme he himſelf had planned, yet he 
knew, by experience, that the matrimo- 
nial union can only be deſirable, when the 
F | heart 
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heart takes an ardent part in it; for this 
reaſon he reſolved to proceed with caution 
and tenderneſs. From Mountford's un- 
| willingneſs to name the object of his re- 
gard, he doubted not that it was a perſon 
of inferior degree to himſelf; but ſhould 
: that be the caſe, as he was bent on ſeeing 


his nephew married, he was inclined to 
compound for the differences of fortune, 
as in fact, that which he meant to beſtow 
on him was very ample. After ſome deli- 
beration, it ſtruck him that Frederic had 
always diſcovered a particular pleaſure in 
viſiting at Doctor Curtis's ; and as when 
once the imagination catches at the moſt 
diſtant glympſe of probability, a thouſand 
trifling circumſtances are ſupervened; as 
a corroboration, he recollected many in- 

ſtances of a 3 attention to Miſs 
| Curtis. 


The 


z 
7 | : 
322 
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© The concluſion upon the whole was not 
very difagrecable, ſince, if the Doctor 
could give no portion with his daughter, 
he certainly had endowed her with an edu- 
cation, which would adorn the moſt ele- 
vated ſtation of life, and he generouſly de- 
termined to accelerate rather than throw 
any impediment 'in the way of his ne- 
phew's affections. Soon after on an occa- 
ſion, when he knew Frederic would be 
from home, he requeſted the company of 
Doctor Curtis to dinner; and as ſoon as 


the cloth was. removed, and wine fat on 
the table, he drank to the health of Miſs 

Curtis, for whom he ſaid he had a very 
great reſpect ; but added, There is a re- 
lation of mine, Sir, I believe, who thinks 
even more highly of her than I do.” The 
Doctor looking rather ſurprized at this in- 
finuation, Mr. Butler reſumed—“ Per- 
haps, my good friend , you have been no 


* * 
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more in the ſecret than myſelf, and indeed 
J muſt acknowledge, the affair has been 
managed with much diſcretion 7 the 

n folks.” 14S 2 


« Upon my bungen I do. not in the 


leaſt comprehend you.“ 


ce I mean the PRENYA which ſubſiſts 
between your daughter and my nephew, 
which I acquired the knowledge of but 
a few days ſince.” 


& 


«1 mpoſſible fly you muſt be miſ⸗ 
i ee OL en eng 255 


« Why impoſſible! Miſs Curtis has 
| attractions, and Mountford as much ſen- 
ſibility as moſt young fellaws': there is 
nothing very ſurprizing in the matter. I 
confeſs, however, the affair has thwarted 
i ſome 
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ſome particular views of my own, never- 
theleſs, I am heartily deſirous of eſtabliſh- 
ing my nephew's happineſs above any other 
conſideration ; : and, therefore Doctor, if 


you have no objection, we will get our 


11 families allied as ſoon as poſſible. 


Let me aſk you, Sir, did you receive 
* this information from Mr. Mountford 
© himſelf?” | 


« Not directly, it is true; but he ac- 
knowledged, (tacitly at leaſt) that his 
affections are engaged, and my own ſaga- 
city helped me to unravel the reſt.” way 


Þ Yew tank cotitly miſtakes the 
matter ; Mr. Mountford's affections are, 
2 L believe, * but not to my dau gh- 


Re Ae ee do on a EE. Lud e ̃Ü ü!!! OE oy es” * 
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The Doctor then diſcovered to Mr. 
Butler the whole affair of that young gen- 
tleman's former paſſion for Miſs Clarkſon? 
and paſſed the higheſt encomiums on his 
conduct reſpecting it: in ſhort, ſaid he, 
I now hope the conſtancy of that attach- 
ment will receive the reward which is due 
to the delicacy and honour with which he 
has managed it. TO 


Nothing could be more agreeable to 
Mr. Butler, than this diſcovery, for which 
he politely thanked the Doctor, as he alſo 
did moſt warmly for the generous and 
friendly concern he had ever manifeſted 
towards his nephew, to which he confeſſed 
himſelf indebted, for the ſatisfactions he 
enjoyed in the moral and intellectual orna- 
ments of his character. You have 
ſhewn, continued he, and the tear of 
contrition ſtarted into his eye as he ſpoke) 

a truly 
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a truly paternal affection for that young 
man, at a time, when I, from whom alone 
it was due, was ſhameſully neglectful of N 
1 


The Doct ctor, in i "oats to wave that ſub- 
ject, took notice of the advantages and 
felicity which doubtleſs would ariſe to all 
parties, by the marriage of Mr. Mountford 
_ with Lady Davenport, but being well ac- 
quainted with the delicacy of her Lady- 


ſmip's ideas, he adviſed Mr. Butler to 


repreſs his ardour on that point, till a 
decent time had elapſed ſince the death of 
Lord Davenport, with which advice he en- 
tirel y coincided, and therefore determined 
to take no notice to Frederic of the par- 
ticulars he had learned by the above con- 
verſation. 


. Mountford, perceiving his uncle was 
not 
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not inclined to revive the ſcheme of his 
marriage with Miſs Curzon, conſidered 
his filence in that reſpect, as a proof of 
tenderneſs, which claimed every regard, 
and therefore redoubled his endeavours to 
give every poſſible proof of gratitude and 
affection. - Mr. Butler was ſo ſenſibly af- 
fected by theſe attentions, that at the ſame 
time he was compelled to lament his 
former neglect of ſuch merit: he deeply 
regretted alſo having ſo long deprived 
himſelf of the refined and ſocial pleaſures 
ng there from. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


* Mr. Butler was thus 3 


joying the moſt ſenſible ſatis- 


faction in the amiable ſociety of Mount- 


ford, Lady Davenport attained the tenth 
moath of her widowhood ; conſcious of 


being in the decline of life, and anxious 
to ſee his nephew ſettled in the marriage 
- Nate, he thought at that period he might, 
without any groſs impropriety, be allowed 
at leaſt, to intimate his wiſh, to the Earl : 


f 


8 7 purſuant 
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purſuant to this concluſion, he diſpatched 
letter to that Nobleman, in which, after 
apologizing for whatever might appear 
premature in the meaſure, he proceeded | 
to expreſs the ardent deſire he had at heart, 
of an union between his nephew and lady 
Davenport, in which meaſure he was the 
more encouraged to expect the acquieſ- 
cence of his Lordſhip, from the very fa- 
vourable regard already ſhown his ne- 
phew in that noble and generous family 3 
he then made a curſory ſtatement of the 
fortune which he propoſed to preſent to 
Mountford, previous to the marriage, as 
well as of what he would be farther poſ- 
ſeſſed of at his deceaſe; after repreſenting 
every neceſſary particular in the moſt 
candid manner, he concluded with ſolicit- 
ing his Lordſhip's intereſt with his charm- 
ing daughter-in-law, on a point in which 
1551 Ee both 
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both himſelf and . were ſo mately 


— — „ „„ „ 
- — 
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intereſted. 


Pg 
Ld . — 


5. The Fe endes the nature of this 
epiſtle with real fatisfaction; his regard 


for Mr. Mountford was ardent and ſin- 
cere, and as he really wiſhed to ſee her 


Ladyſhip eligibly ſettled once more in the 


marriage ſtate, he accepted Mr. Butler's 
_ propoſals: with the greateſt cordiality, and 
therefore on the firſt convenient oppor- 


tunity he preſented his letter to Lady Da- 
venport, and then, without ſtaying to ob- 


| ferve the effect it might produce, po- 
litely retired leaving her at liberty to pe- 


ruſe it unobſerved. It cannot be denied 


that her Ladyſhip on this occaſion felt 


ſome emotions of a very tender kind; 
the idea of that object which had in- 


ſpired her earlieſt regard, was yet dear 
to her, and now that every thing tended 


7 | | to 
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to favour the union, what could impede 
| the indulgence of her delicate affoction; 
it was the fate of this lady in almoſt every 
incident of her life, to be actuated by opi- 
nions different from. thoſe entertained by 
the generality of mankind. That Mount- 
ford had poſſeſſed the firſt and warmeſt 
place in her heart, was a reaſon which 
in the eſtimation of moſt people, ought to 5 
have determined her on giving him her 
hand without farther deliberation; but it 
was the very circumſtance, which accord 
ing to her mode of reaſoning, rendered 
him the very man whom of all others ſne 
ought never to marry. Though ſhe had 
never failed in the ſmalleſt inſtance of 
_ tenderneſs and conjugal fidelity to her late 
excellent Lord, ſhe was conſcious that her 
ſentiments wanted towards him the viva- 
city of love, to marry then with the per- 
fon who had been his rival in that point, 
„„ appeared 


— — ——ꝶ—— — ꝰ ˙’'p x 7;ẽE24ę 2 — — THe + Deo ww 
* - * 8 z 7 * 
. ST Y & 4 * + £38 
2 — - . : 5 
- 2 #- * E - 
: * - E 
.* , n '4 
„ 
A. £ — 
— 
1 
2 * 4 
* it 
1 2 
2 


218 BPENEDICTA: - 
appeared to her as an inſult to his "IS 


mory; a kind of indelicacy which con- | 
fiſtent with her refined notions of honour, 
mne could not think of without being 


ſnhocked at the idea; when, therefore the 
Earl requeſted to know her ſentiments 
reſpecting the overture of Mr. Butler, 
Me peremptorily aſſured him of her reſo- 


lution never to marry. 


I am ſorry for it (replied he) as I am 
perſuaded, my dear daughter, that your 
defenceleſs ſtate, and that of your dear or- 


Plans, whenever by the courſe of nature 


I am taken from you, will ſtarſd in need of 


a tender protector and friend; and as that 


event cannot be far diſtant, I would fain 


fee you in the arms of a virtuous huſband, 


where only your innocence and virtue can 
find a peaceful aſylum from the vexations 
or the injuries of an ungenerous world; 
bs Mr. 
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Nr. Mountford i is, I confeſs, the only man 


J could recommend to your choice; his 
own perſonal worth, and the friendſhip my 
dear lamented ſon entertained for him, 


point him out in the pleaſing. view of an 


amiable and tender partner for yourſelf, 
a guide inſtructor and warm friend of the 
dear babes. 77 


- 
* 


To this argument Lady Davenport 


anſwered, that ſhe hoped long to enjoy 


the patronage and parental kindneſs of his 


Lordſhip, but ſhould ſhe be unfortunately 
deprived. of it, the fortune ſhe poſſeſſed, 


together with her retired diſpoſition, 
would probably ſecure her from the inter- 


ruptions of the impertinent or baſe part 
of mankind; and, that however unequal 
ſhe might be to the taſk, yet the tender- 

_ neſs and zeal with which ſhe ſhould ever 
_ match over her beloved offspring, would, 


2 ſhe 
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ſhe truſted, ſecure them from the incon- 
veniences of an orphan condition. Upon 
the whole, ſhe entreated his Lordſhip to 
7 urge her no farther on that ſubject, as 
ſhe could not think of a ſecond marriage, 


without horror. 


The Earl was therefore obliged, though 
with real concern, to acquaint Mr. Butler 
with her Ladyſhip's determination, but 
added, that though a more tender alliance 
was not, he feared, to be expected, yet he 
hoped: that the moſt friendly ſentiments 
would continue mutually to animate the 
families; and influenced by his perſonal 
affedion for Mr. Mountford, he deſired 
to ſee him as ſoon as affairs would render 


it convenient. 


Poor Frederic, when informed of this 
e ſunk into a def] pondency, from 
which 
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which no efforts of his uncle had power to 
rouze him; it was in vain that he wiſhed 


him to make a viſit to the caſtle ; he re- 


plied © that it was the place above all 
others which he ought to avoid ;” in this 
deſign however Mr. Butler was not with= 


out ſome reaſons of a very plauſible nature; 


he thought that widows vows againſt ſe- 


cond marriages were ſeldom of an inflex- 


ible nature, and concluded that the pre- 
ſence of Mountford was likely to. have 
more efficacy with her ladyſhip than the 
rheroric both of himſelf and the Earl toge- 
ther; but in this he was miſtaken, for in 
compliance with his uncle” $ perſuaſions 
Frederic at length fat out for the ſeat of 


the Earl of S. where to his inexpreſſible 


ſorrow, he found himſelf unable to make 
the ſmalleſt alteration in Lady Daven- 
port's former reſolution. An incident 


however occurred here which afforded 


L3 , 
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him a  fingular pleafure ;/ this way the 
preſence of Mrs. Barclay, whom he 
inſtantly recollected as his benevolent de- 
liverer from the horrors of a priſon; no- 


thing could equal his ſurpriſe and joy at 


this accidental meeting that good lady, 
except it was the ardent gratitude which 
overflowed his ſufceprible breaſt; nor was 
ſhe” leſs pleaſed at ſeeing again a young 
man, whoſe diſintereſted conduct had 


a gven her the higheſt opinion of the good- 

nefs of his heart; indeed, if the ſucceſs of 
his ſuit to Lady Davenport, could have 
been promoted by means of an earneſt 


interceſſor, he would not have been with- 
out ſuch an one in the perſon of Mrs. 
Barclay, ſhe had learned his ſtory from 


the Earl, from which, together with the 
judgment ſhe had previouſly formed of 
his character, induced her to be extremely 
aſſidĩous in recommending him to her 


friend, 


END 223 
friend, as a perſon with whom there was 
the greateſt probability of enjoying the 
moſt perfect connubial felicity. This was 
a theme on which her ladyſhip needed 
none to expatiate, her heart was ſufficiently 
intereſted in the caſe, but her ideas of deli- 
cacy and honour triumphed over every 
tender feeling ; ; her reſolution had coſt 
her ſome innate ſtruggles, but being once 
| made ſhe declared it to be  unalterable; 
Mountford after paſſing. ſome weeks at 

the caſtle in a ſeries of fruitleſs endeavours, 
prepared at laſt to take his leave, ſecretly 
vowing, ſince every. fond and pleaſing 
hope ſeemed now entirely cut off, to paſs 
the remainder of his life in celibacy. 


— 


«You ſhall not immediately leave us 
Mountford (ſaid the Earl) I entreat you 
will continue here a few days longer, in 
order to commemorate with us, the 

Rs L 4 anniverſary 
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anni iverſary of that fatal event which de- 
prived you of a moſt faithful friend; me of 
a ſon, whoſe loſs muſt fill the few mo- 
ments of my waſted life with anguiſh, <4 


It was an argument not. to be reſiſted; 
the good Earl had enforced it with tears, 
which he ſeemed defirous of ſuppreſſing, 
but the preſence of Mountford needed 
not ſuch ettiquette, the name of Lord 
Davenport was precious to his ſoul, and 
the pearly drop which trickled down his 
cheek, a full, though tacit acquieſcence 
with the eee en, 
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HE day ſet. apart by the noble and 

afflicted family, as peculiarly ſa- 
cred to the memory of the moſt amiable 
of ſons, and beſt of huſbands, was now 
arrived; Lady Davenport ſo far from 
conſidering this period as affording a li- 
cence for throwing off the habiliments of 
ſorrow, appeared that day in the new ha- 
bit of the deepeſt mourning, the fable 
tincture of which giving additional deli- 
cacy to her fine complexion, cauſed” her 
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to appear with inexpreſſible lovelineſs, at 


leaſt in the eyes of the enamoured Fre- 5 5 
deric, who really conſidered the ſenſibility 8 


with which ſhe diſtinguiſhed that day, as 

the pleaſing picture of a mind the moſt 
delicately atturied to every amiable and 
ſocial affection. As ſoon as ſhe -arrived 
at the. caſtle ; ſhe went directly to the 
Earl, whom ſhe found in a penſive atti- 
tude in his cloſet, with the packet, which 
his deceaſed ſon had depoſited with him 


as his laſt will, laying on a table before 


him. 


4 Break the ſeal, my Lord (cried ſhe) 


w eeping; the contents of this ſacred paper 


concern me I believe principally, and 


| whatever they may be, I am ready to 
obey even to the utmoſt verge of poſſi- 
bility. ” 


He 
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He did ſo with a trembling hand, then 
wiping away his flowing tears, read the 


e words. 


In ow awful moments when the 
lamp of life haſtens to its extinguiſh- 
ment; when thoſe eyes muſt ceaſe to gaze 


on obj ects which have always given them 
pleaſure, and thoſe lips forbear to tell a 


beloved parent how dear he is to my filial 
heart; to expreſs to the wife of my boſom 
thoſe ine ffable feelings which the ever in- 
ſpires i in my ſoul, let this paper be the ſa- a 
cred depoſit of all that remains with me 
of earthly ſolicitude. One ardent wiſh is 


now the only object of my care; I will re- 
veal it here, and in the confidence of its 
accompliſhment ſhall quit this mortal 


ſcene, to enter on felicity even ſuperior | 
to what the ſilken bands of a moſt propi- 


tious marriage has afforded me on earth. 
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Preparatory to the diſcloſure of my lat 
requeſt, I will relate to you, my beloved 


Benedicta, ( for to you I now addreſs my 
ſelf ) an incident which occurred to me 
ſome months ago; you may perhaps re- 
member our being, when in town, at the 
theatre, when Miſs Fordyce was of our 


Party and in the ſame box; happening to 
be ſeated next her, ſhe inſenſibly drew me 


into a converſation on the nature of the 


marriage ſtate ; you were at that time en- 
gaged in diſcourſe, and conſequently paid 


no attention to our topic. I recollect I 
faid ſomething in reply to her ſarcaſtic 
_ remarks, highly in honour of the conjugal 


1 
6 
. 
w—_ * * 
5 % 
= * 


. And pray (faid ſhe) do you define 


dis happineſs to conſiſt in loving, or being 
| loved?“ 


BENEDICTA. 
0 Both to be ſure, 1 returned. 


« Tt is then neceſſary that an ardent 


paſſion be returned with ni warmth and 


ſinceritx. n iH rang ft/s roman 


Ki: anſ wered only by aſking her, whats 


ſhe would chooſe to wed without ſuch an 


equivalent. 


— Why hands ( rope ſhe) ſince human 


happineſs lies pretty much in conceit, it 
may be ſufficient to believe oneſelf in 


poſſeſſion of that equivalent.” | 


a If ( fab I the ** be an 


wanting, ſuch a belief, indeed, would be 
the only compenſation poſſible.” 


my proteſt then (with a farcaſtic laugh) 
I begin to be in better humour with ma- 
trimony, and ſhall not deſpair of being one 
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day as happy i in that ſtate as your 2 | 
ſhip. 93 


I took no notice of the inuendoe, being 
neither a ſtranger to Miſs Ford yce's un- 
amiable diſpoſition, or to thoſe envious 


ſenſations with which I ever ſuſj pected her 


to behold my Benedicta's ſuperior perfec- 


. tions; however, the next day I received 


a letter written by a female hand, con- 
taining one which I here incloſe, * and 
alſo the following lines. If Lord Da- 
venport reads the | incloſed it will help 


him to form a juſt eſtimate of ſome traits 


in his Lady's conduct at the per iod 


fixed for her marriage.” Though this 
incident was manifeſtly the effect of a 


* 
© ; 


melevolent 


.* This muſt * Shan Mountford's letter to Miſs 
Clarkſon of the day previous to her marriage with 
Lord Davenport, though by what means ſhe was rob- 


bed of it, does not appear, 
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melevolent deſign, levelled at our mutual 
happineſs, I confeſs the letter, written, as 
I well knew, by my valued Mountford, 
together with the recollection of ſome oc- 
currences coeval with the date of it, gave 
an inſight into the nature of thoſe men- 
tal ſtruggles, which apparently diſtracted 
your tender boſom at that time; but be 
not in pain, my deareſt love; the diſcovery 
vVas neither detrimental to my own hap= 
pinefs, or the exalted opinion I had enter 
| tained of yourſelf; on the contrary I ad- 
mired that elevation of ſoul, which ena- 
bled you to triumph over the ſoft affecti. 
ons of the heart in your ſcrupulous regard 
to the dictates of honour, and if before 
I loved you as a woman, I now adore you 
as ſomething more. In my firſt addreſſes 
to you, my beloved Benedicta, your per- 
fect mind was more the object of regard 
than your * perſon; the beſt and 
nobleſt 
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a nobleſt affections of it, I knew to be de- 


voted to myſelf; of what then could I 
complain? nothing; your tenderneſs, your 
virtues and unwearied zeal for my hap- 


pineſs, ſince the day I called you mine, 


haye rendered me the moſt bleſt of man- 
kind; and here let me expreſs my grati- 
tude; yes, moſt amiable of women, I 
thank you; unfeignedly thank you for all 
the teſtimonies of your affectionate re- 
gard; but I would be juſt as well as 
grateful; ſuffer me then as a recompence 
for the generous ſacrifice you have made, 
to give you in my lateſt moments to the 
man who only can truly deſerve you to 
the amiable Mountford, whom I love as 
myſelf, and well I know that his gene- 
rous heart will always overflow with pater- 

nal tenderneſs towards the offspring of his 
now departing friend. Conſent then to 


give him your hand: with my dying 
breath 
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breath J aſk it; where will my widowed 
| Benedicta find amidſt the deceits of an 39 
ungenerous world, the friendſhip, the ſin- 
cerity of her faithful Davenport; ſhe will 
find it in his other-ſelf i in the man whom 
I now point out as the cuardian and friend 
of herſelf and babes. Neither let a too 
delicate reſpect to my memory impede the 
accompliſhment of this my laſt and deareſt 
wiſh: one year from the peruſal of this 
paper and no longer, do I give for the 
performance of a promiſe I am about to 
extort from you, confident that your eſ- 
teem for me, will ſecure your 1mplicit 
© acquieſcence, with whatever is uttered as 
the laſt defire of your expiring huſband, 
and your rigid veracity will afterwards 
_ enſure the actual performance ; I die then 
as I have lived, the happieſt of men. But 
the hand of Death preſſes heavily on my 


* eye. ids I can no more, my 
Benedicta, 


* 
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Benedicta, my ſouls better half. Oh, 


adieu, till we meet in the Manſions of 
Eternity, there will 1 renew my pure 
attachment; but the thought is too tranſ—- 
porting for my eren ſtate, till then, 


revel, 
Your faithful 
DaveNPORT. 
ty 
$5 2 


hd wYoll 
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"HE preceding chapter cloſed ſore. 
what abrupt ly; we attempted not 

to deſcribe the emotions of Lady Daven- 
port on the occaſion therein related, be- 
cauſe we think them indeſcribable, what 
remains of this hiſtory ſhall be comprized 
in a few lines, as we ſuſpect the reader al- 
ready anticipates nearly as much as we 
have to add, and when this happens' to be 
the caſe, an author acts very judiciouſly i in 
laying down his P's as en as Po? 
ſible, © £ ' 
15 The 
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The Earl ſending for Mountford into 
his cloſet as ſoon as her Ladyſhip had 
withdrawn, acquainted him with the ge- 
nerous ſentiments of his late noble friend, 
as alſo of the promiſe exacted by him in 
his laſt moments from his Lady, after 
which it may be unneceſſary to add, that 
Frederic's ſtay at the Caſtle was protracted 
ſomewhat beyond the time he had before 
that incident fixed for his departure, how- 
ever, he was unable to obtain any farther | 
indulgence from the object of his affec- 
tions, than permiſſion to renew his viſits 

at the expiration of the year allowed by 
her deceaſed Lord, before which period 
ſhe determined not to liſten to the ſubject 
of his addreſſes. „ do not intend (ſaid 
ſhe to her friends) to indulge an affecta- 
tion to which I was ever a ſtranger, by 


attempting to conceal my very favourable 
idea of Mr. Mountford. I have long 
been 


* % : 
. & 0 
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been ſenſible of his: worth; though con- 
ſcious that the ſentiment however tender, 
has never, Nno not for a moment, broke in | 
on the purity, the ſincerity of my affec- 
tion for the beſt of huſbands, whoſe wiſh 
ſo generouſly expreſſed, I am ready to 
comply with, yet no conſideration what- 
ever ſhall prevail with me to violate in the 
ſlighteſt degree, that decorum which is 
due from the widow of Lord Davenport.“ 


Purſuant to ſo reſpectful a reſolution, 
her ladyſhip paſſed the ſecond year of her 
widowed as ſhe had done the former, in 
retirement, and the alternate diſcharge of 
every filial attention to the Earl ; at length, 
to the entire ſatisfaction of that venerable 
nobleman, ſhe gave her hand to Mount- 
ford; the good Dr. Curtis performed the 
ſacred ceremony, ſoon after which, he was 
preſenced by the Earl to a very valuable 

benefice 


*. 
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benefice in the neighbour hood of the 
caſtle, by which means her Ladyſhip en- 
Joyed much of the company of Miſs Cur- 
tis, for whom ſhe-ever retained à very ſin- 
ere regard. Mr. Butler, who ſtill enter- 
tained for his former ward the livelieſt 
ſentiments of eſteem and affection, was 
extremely deſirous of her making his ſeat 
her place of reſidence, but ſhe would on . 
no account be perſuaded to leave the Earl, 
"whoſe declining age, the relation which he 
bore to her (ſhe ſaid). demanded all the 
attention ſne could poſſibly give. This 
ſingular inſtance of attachment could not 
but be particularly grateful to the aged 
peer, who would have conſidered a ſepa- 
mation from his beloved daughter-in-law 
as the moſt painful circumſtance that 
could now have befallen him 3 the de- 
light which he took in the ſociety of his 


BENEDICCA. "mn 


infant grand- hildren, as well as in that of 
Mountford himſelf, for whom it has been 
obſerved he had a very ſingular regard, 
contributed to diffuſe a gleam of ſun-ſhine 

over his departing hours ; 1n fine he lived 
to ſee the virtues and amiable qualities of 
his own ſon, ſhining with the brighteſt Iuſ- 
tre in the perſon of Mr. Mou ntford, who 
in the poſſeſſion of his beloved Benedicta 
enjoyed the full reward of a paſſion the 
moſt faithful and diſintereſted; they were 
bleſt with ſeveral children, yet that cir- 
cumſtance no ways abated the fondneſs he 
ever ſhewed towards the offspring of his 
noble friend, nor indeed could he eaſily 
diſcriminate between the affection he bore 
to them, and that which he felt to his 


own children. 


And while every ſcene at the caſtle 
proved. 


4 


3 
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proved the exiſtence of domeſtic bliſs and 
harmony, the example of the virtuous pair 
bad the. Mppieſt effects on all around 9 
P tended: tor inſpie the, con- 
| Ra . 


That 1 | happineſs is the reſult of HR 
rather chan . the paſſions. 
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